January 31, 2024
Reno County Courthouse
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Conmi ssioners held an agenda
session with Chairman Randy Parks, Commi ssioner Don Bogner,
Conmi ssi oner Ron Hirst, and Conm ssioner John Witesel, County
Counsel or Patrick Hoffman, County Adm ni strator Randy
Partington, and M nutes Clerk C ndy Martin, present.

Conmi ssi oner Daniel Friesen was not avail abl e.

The neeting began at 9:30 a.m wth the Pledge of Allegiance
foll owed by a short sectarian prayer | ed by Pastor Matthew Stafford
fromFirst Congregational Church of Hutchinson.

M. Parks explained the tine difference for this agenda
session was 9:30 a.m instead of the printed 9:00 a. m

There were no additions or revisions to the agenda.

M. Hirst explained there was a correction on item®6B, m nutes
for Decenber 13th, regarding M. Swarts’ out of county comment.
The final mnutes were reprinted prior to approval of the consent
agenda item

M. Whitesel noved, seconded by M. Bognher, to approve the
consent agenda consisting of itenms 6A through 61 which includes
the: (6A) Accounts Payable Ledger for clains payable on January
19t h, 2024, totaling $1,392,015.23; Accounts Payable Ledger for
clainms payable on January 26th, totaling $482,571.58; Accounts
Payabl e Ledger for clainms payable on February 2nd, 2024, totaling
$443,889.17; (6B) approve BOCC ninutes for Decenber 13th and
Decenber 27th, 2023; (6C) Set date and tinme for County Canvass
following the March 19th, 2024, Presidential Preference Primary
El ecti on on Wednesday, March 27th, 2024 at 8:00 a.m at the Reno
County Annex Conference Room (6D) approve the Professional
Devel opnent of Staff Proposal and nenorandum of understandi ng
(MOU) working with the KU Public Managenent Center to hel p devel op
the county’s core values, mssion statenent, and 1.5 to 2 day HPC
sessions for an amount not to exceed $170,300 and have county
adm ni strator sign MOU. Funds for the training of enployees wll
come out of budgeted areas in the general fund from 2024 and
possi bly 2025 budgets. The county will be billed per session
used; (6E) approval of Sheriff’s Shooting Range Agreenent wth
Hutton Construction on details for Phase | of the Comm ssion
approved shooting range at the landfill. In July 2022, the
comm ssion authorized phase 1 with an anmount not to exceed



$600, 000. Hutton Construction proposed an agreenent to formally
begin Phase | with a guaranteed maxi num price of $508,760 and
authorize the county admnistrator to sign the construction
managenment agreenment. The costs for this phase of the range project
will conme out of Fund 099 (CI P Reserve Fund) with no inpact on the
county’s operating budget; (6F) approval for Public Wrks
Department request to purchase one (1) 2025 Freightliner 108SD
tandem axle truck chassis with a 16-foot dunp body from Truck
Cent er Conpani es, Wchita, Kansas, for atotal price of $207,891. 00
budgeted for 2024 per the Capital Inprovenent Plan. Public Wrks
Fund 007 QOperational Equipnent; (6G approval to purchase a 2024
Ford F350 for Reno/Kingman Joint Fire District #1 from M dway
Mot ors for $50,875.00. Replacing a 2012 Freightliner M2106V dunp
truck which was 11 years 11 nonths with 249,392 m | es as of 1/22/24
purchased in 2012. This is budgeted for 2024 per the Capital

| nprovenent Plan; (6H) approval to purchase a truck chassis for
Reno County Fire District #6 with a not to exceed cost of $45, 000.

Thi s purchase had been planned for following the district’s CP

The funds received from the sale of the older truck wll be
placed in the district’s special equipnent fund; (6l) a resolution
#2024-01; A RESOLUTI ON PURSUANT TO K. S. A, 79-2801 DI RECTI NG THE
FILING OF A REAL ESTATE TAX FORECLOSURE ACTION as presented by
staff. The notion for the consent agenda was approved by a roll

call vote of 4-0.

7A. Patrol Captain Steve Lutz explained about a Law
Enf orcenent Menorial on the southeast corner of the County
Court house grounds. It would be a 25-foot circle made with
concrete or like material wth sidewal ks, one toward 1st Avenue
the other toward Adans Street. A stone or granite type of
menorial would be placed to the east of the courthouse with a
flagpole in the mddle of the circle to nenorialize the Law
Enforcenment O ficers/Deputies who have lost their lives in the
line of duty. He stated Mai ntenance Director Harlen Depew
contacted the Hi storical Society and received approval of the
menori al. FOP Lodge #18 had seed noney and the bal ance of the
funds woul d be privately donated. Reno County woul d continue to
own the grounds and nenorial. M. Witesel noved, seconded by
M. Hrst, to approve the construction of a nenorial as
presented by staff. The notion was approved by a roll call vote
of 4-0.

7B. Mai ntenance Director Harlen Depew outlined the
courthouse furniture proposal, courthouse interior inprovenent
proj ect update, and change order request. M. Depew stated the
furniture for the 1st and 2" floors was conpleted. The 5t fl oor
furniture would cost $134,502.55 and shelving for an additional



not to exceed $12,000 to be used by the District Attorney’s
office and District Courts. M. Partington covered the use of
funds for this purchase.

M. Whitesel questioned whether the District Court staff
had to use the back staircase for storage boxes. District
Attorney Tom Stanton stated he was not aware of them having to
use the back stairway, and said it was not an issue to use the
front door. M. Hrst noved, seconded by M. Bogner, to approve
t he purchase of courthouse furniture fromHOV O fice Plus of
Kansas, Hutchinson for $134,502.55 and authorize additi onal
shelving froma different vendor for $12,000 as presented. The
noti on was approved by a roll call vote of 4-0.

M . Depew then di scussed the renodel project update with
Ward Davis Builders. He stated the first floor was conplete
except for the carpet and the second and third floors were
conpleted. The fourth floor was al nost ready, and the fifth
floor would be finalized then carpet would be install ed.
Timeline: was to carpet east side in newy renodel ed space with
conpl etion end of February. Then nove into the west side and
carpet and end up with the first floor in the mddle of April or
m ddl e of May. He said WD Construction would be going over the
conpl etion date by 62 days.

M . Depew then spoke about the change order from Ward Davi s
Bui l ders stating a detail ed breakdown was in the agenda packet.
They decided to do one change order instead of nany throughout
the project with a cost of $24,756.00 including the tine
extension of 62 extra days making it nostly conplete by m d-
April instead of the original date in March and final conpletion
by m d- May. Docunents were not included today; however, they
woul d be avail able for the next agenda session and noted that
today was just a review.

7C.  Agi ng/ RCAT Director Barbara Lilyhorn gave her annual
report. She spoke about bus orders and how t he cost has doubl ed
from $78,000 for a base nodel to $130,000 and after equi pnent
was added, the cost is $150,123.00 for one unit. She also
menti oned the KDOT Repair Fund was | eft over noney fromthe sale
of buses which hel ped with 100 percent cost for an engine repair
and 30 percent toward the transm ssion repair.

8A. County Adm nistrator M. Randy Partington inquired if
there were any questions on any of the nonthly departnent
reports, there were none. He rem nded the Board after the
February 28th nmeeting there was a study session with Solid Waste



Di rector Megan Davi dson and SCS regardi ng net hane options. He
spoke about iParanetrics being in town and auditing ARPA funds
for sub recipients. He and Financial Specialist Leslie Roederer
will be nmeeting with the auditors to nake sure all is on track.
He comented that in the early part of 2024 they woul d receive
reports fromoutside agencies. He said they filed the quarterly
reports for Decenber 2023. W need agreenents for HCC and the
hospital on projects that will be conpleted this year and stil
need conm ssion approved ARPA agreenents to spend the noney.

County Counsel or Patrick Hof fman spoke about the sanitation
code project. KDOT had reviewed the code and made no changes
and noted that it was published |ast Friday. He stated the
process was on February 28th, 2024. A public hearing would be
hel d for comments and then the Board coul d choose to adopt the
new codes. The new codes are on the county website, and he said
in February the project would be conplete.

9. Conmmi ssi oner Comments:

M. Hirst attended the KAC | ocal governnent day in Topeka
and canme away with the thought that the flat tax won’t be
overridden after speaking with state representatives. Dr. Bil
Clifford, representative fromFinney County answered questions
on bills and spoke about The Presidential Preference Primary. He
attended a SCKEED neeting | ast week saying they are doing well
and stable financially. There is one house for sale and anot her
house would be finished in 6 to 8 weeks. He spoke about 504
| oans conpleted in the first quarter; these are the |larger |oans
which can go over 5 mllion dollars. He attended the Southwest
Bri ckt own neeting which di scussed pl anni ng and what needs to be
done in that area. He went to the K-96 Corridor neeting with M.
Partington and attended the Extension Council neeting to get
nore information on what is com ng up

M . Bogner spoke about the Stafford County and Kansas
Nat ural Resources Coalition regarding the water issues with
Qui vira. Reno County may have a small part. They quoted
several |laws pointed out to help themw th a nutua
understanding with state and federal agencies. Reno County does
t he meetings and properly shows our intentions, they have to
consi der the county’s consideration to benefit Reno County. The
best thing Reno County did was the 30X30 resolution for the
citizens of Reno County to protect them Future planning, with
M. Hoffman’s help we woul d have nore of a say in what’s going
on in our county, giving us a better say and M. Hoffnman woul d
have a better understanding of these things. The organization



menbership fee was $5, 000 annually and we could discuss it
| ater.

M. Hoffman stated it was put on by the Kansas Nat ural
Resource Coalition, that is the organi zation M. Bogner was
speaki ng about that provided information. It was held in
Stafford because the groundwater district conflicted with the
federal agency of Fish & Wldlife. The discussion was on how
county government could interact with federal agencies. He was
still processing information and spoke about the 30X30
resolution and what it said. The broader issue is how | ocal
government can col |l aborate with federal agencies on issues.

M . Bogner nentioned not only the federal governnent, but
the State of Kansas got on board later with several other
states. He said it also includes departnments within the state
of Kansas. There was a brief discussion on waterways.

M. Witesel wanted to thank the enpl oyees who took care of
the roads when it was so snowy and cold. Public Wrks and the
City of Hutchinson crews did an excellent job. He and M.
Partington attended the State of the City Address, and the main
enphasi s of the presentation was cooperation between counties
and cities working together on projects. He thanked the Cty of
Hut chi nson for doing a | ot of positive things that will benefit
Reno County citizens. The Kansas State GOP neeting was this
past week and very well represented. Qut of the 156 el ected
del egates we have el even del egates fromthe Reno County area who
push for smaller governnent, |ess taxes, and | ess regul ati ons.
We are working not only in the county with state
representatives, but the Republican Party at the state level is
wor ki ng to keep the governnent in its place.

M. Parks had no conments.
At 10:25 a.m the neeting recessed for five m nutes.

The neeting reconvened wth all Conm ssioners, County
Adm ni strator Randy Partington, County Counsel or Patrick Hoffman,
and M nutes Clerk Cndy Martin, present.

10A. At 10:30 a.m M. Parks nmoved that the Board recess
into executive session for 30 mnutes until 11:00 a.m wth
County Counsel or Patrick Hof fman, County Adm nistrator Randy
Parti ngton, Reno County EMS Chi ef Dave Johnston, and Mai nt enance
Director Harlen Depew for the subject of prelimnary discussions
relating to the acquisition of real property and with the



justification of the executive session being prelimnary

di scussions relating to the acquisition of real property,
seconded by M. Witesel. The notion was approved by a roll
call vote of 4-0.

At 11:00 a.m the agenda neeting returned to regul ar session
and adjourned until Wdnesday, February 14th, 2024, at 9:00 a.m

Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Comm ssioners

( ATTEST)

Reno County d erk Dat e
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