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May 30, 2023
Reno County Annex
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Comm ssioners held an agenda
session with Chairman Daniel Friesen, Conm ssioner Ron Hirst,
Comm ssi oner Randy Par ks, Conmm ssioner Don Bogner, and
Comm ssi oner John Witesel, County Counsel or Patrick Hoffnman,
County Adm ni strator Randy Partington, and M nutes C erk C ndy
Martin, present.

The neeting began with the Pl edge of All egiance followed by a
short sectarian prayer led by Pastor Ron Kyker, Countryside
Bapti st Church.

There were no public conmments or additions to the agenda.

M. Parks noved, seconded by M. Hirst, to approve the
Consent Agenda as anended, consisting of itens 6A through 6C
whi ch includes the: (6A) Accounts Payabl e Ledger for clains
payabl e on June 2nd, 2023, totaling $356, 884.42; (6B) approve
corrected BOCC m nutes from February 14th, February 28th, March
7th, 2023, and final draft of My 9th, 2023; (6C) approval of ARPA
(American Rescue Plan Act) Grant Agreenent with the Hutchinson
Comunity Col | ege for $200, 000 and aut horize the County
Adm ni strator Randy Partington to sign. This grant will be
excl usively used for the capital project to expand HCC’s nursing
program as provided by staff. The notion was approved by a roll
call vote of 5-0.

7A. County Attorney Patrick Hoffman recommended approval
of RFP for Landfill Methane Program He said the RFPs woul d be
used to gather ideas from devel opers to see what was avail abl e
and woul d provide a transparent and open process for the county
to consi der devel opnent proposals. M. Witesel noved, seconded
by M. Bogner, to approve the RFP for Landfill Methane Program
as presented by staff and instruct themto publicize it. The
notion was approved by a roll call vote of 5-0.

7B. Health Departnent Director Karla N chols gave her
annual updated report to the Board. She had with her two of her
staff that served Reno County for 25 years, Pam Adrian and 35
years, Kathy Wnger in Adm nistration. She al so brought her
Assistant Directors Karen Hamersmith Cinical Services and
Megan Gottschal k Popul ati on Services. She said the Reno County
Heal t h Departnment had been partnering, preventing, and pronoting
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healthy lifestyles for Reno County residents throughout their
50-year history.

Ms. Nichols presented a |ink: kphcollaborative.org that
maps out the Kansas Public Health Departnent services throughout
Kansas dependi ng on the needs of the conmunity. The information
i s updated annually, she noted Reno County did not have any
i nfectious di sease out breaks. She spoke about the $158, 799
Wor kf orce Devel opnent grant that Reno County woul d be applying
for in June.

8A. At 9:20 a.m M. Friesen noved, seconded by M. Parks,
to recess the Board into executive session in an adjacent room
with the County Adm ni strator Randy Partington and County
Counsel or Patrick Hoffman present for 20 minutes until 9:40
a.m, the subject matter to be county personnel and the
justification for the executive session is to discuss personnel
matters of non-el ected personnel. The notion was approved by a
consensus vote of 5-0.

At 9:40 a.m M. Friesen noved, seconded by M. Parks, to
extend the executive session for another 5 mnutes until 9:45
a.m The notion was approved by a consensus vote of 5-0.

8B. At 9:50 a.m M. Friesen noved, seconded by M. Bogner,
to recess the Board into executive session in an adjacent room
with the county adm ni strator, county counselor, and Health
Departnent Director Karla N chols for 20 mnutes until 10:10
a.m, the subject matter to be county personnel and the
justification for the executive session is to discuss personnel
matters of non-el ected personnel. The notion was approved by a
consensus vote of 5-0.

9A. At 10:10 a.m M. Friesen recessed for five mnutes
reconvening with all Conmm ssioners, County Adm nistrator Randy
Partington, County Counselor Patrick Hoffman, and Mnutes Cderk
C ndy Martin, present.

10A. M. Friesen opened the study session for WAstewater
Regul ations. He asked for introductions fromrepresentatives of
the Heal th Departnent and The Kansas Departnent of Health and
Environment. Representatives were as follows: Health Departnent
Director Karla N chols, Environnental Health Supervisor Darcy
Basye, Heal th Departnent Assistant Director of Popul ation
Servi ces Megan CGottschal k, KDHE Non- Poi nt Source Program Manager
Katie Basiotis, KDHE South Central District Environnment
Adm nistrator Allison Herring, and KDHE Commruni cati on Manager
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El i zabeth Moore. M. Nichols provided Iinks and printed
materials to the Reno County Sanitation Codes and KDHE M ni mum
St andar ds.

M. Friesen welcomed any public comments regarding the
wast ewat er regul ati ons.

Ron Vincent from Carl Vincent Plunbing said he thought M.
Hirst’s responses in a letter to the Chair were spot on. M.
Vi ncent suggested using the Planning and Zoning for obtaining
permts instead of the Health Departnent. He thought the
suggestions presented woul d be a good direction to go.

Marsha McConnel |, 3616 E. 43'd Avenue, Hutchinson, was an
advocate for those that have septic systens on their properties.
She has been a realtor for 20 plus years and was concerned about
how conpl i cated and expensive the cost of septic systens has
beconme to both buyers and sellers in Reno County. She said it
is a conplicated process in Reno County conpared to ot her
counties and al nost twice the cost to install a septic system
She suggested naking it | ess expensive and still protecting the
ground water, dealing with waste appropriately, making the
process nove along in a tinmely nmanner, and renenbering to serve
the people we are here to serve.

Josh Barkl ey from Barkl ey Plunmbi ng echoed those concerns.

He suggested sinplifying the process in a tinely manner, cost to
the consuner, and then nentioned there were new materials out
there that could make it easier for consunmers and |ess costly.
Some vendors have new products except here in Reno County because
of restrictions in our codes. He spoke about continui ng education
on the use of products from vendors and that each contractor is
licensed in Kansas. Installers have taken courses for soil
certifications for anal ysis before using products.

The Board discussed the codes and soil controversy. M.
Herring spoke about having a conmmttee of stockholders reviewthe
current code fromfront to back and having a clear black and white
set of requirenents for soil certifications.

County Counselor M. Hoffman was concerned about the
envi ronnent al appeal process and who should hear them Pl anning
and Zoning or the Health Advi sory Board.

Shel don Yoder from Al Pro Plunbing Heating and Air
Condi ti oni ng had concerns about going to classes for certification
on soil and slow permt tinelines.
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M. Friesen asked if the mpjority of the Board agreed with
reduci ng the county regul ations to speed up the permt process and
still follow the KDHE regul ations. He suggested the Board put
together a list of changes they feel need to be nade. There was a
| ar ge di scussion. The conclusion of the study session was to cone
back in front of the Board in approximtely 60 days with these
suggest ed changes:

1) Renove the current Reno County Sanitation Code and adopt KDHE
Bulletin 4-2

2) A clear black-white requirenent for contractors to do their
own soil profile-certificate programand CEU’'s al so hands-on

3) A clear black-white response tine for a permt

4) Acceptance of an engineer, that is licensed in the State of
Kansas, to sign off on plans to renove the need for waiver(s)

5) Define the appeal process for the denial of a permt

6) Subm ssion and review of the admnistrative environnental
heal th policies

7) Alternative treatnment, acceptance of tanks that are NSF
and/ or ASNl approved

Ms. Basiotis explained the process for changes in the policy/
revisions to the code, drafted fornms needed to be filled out and
submtted to the KDHE for approval. This process could take up to
3 to 6 nonths before final approval is given.

At 12:00 p.m M. Friesen adjourned the neeting until
Tuesday, June 13th, 2023, at 9:00 a.m

Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Commi ssioners

( ATTEST)

Reno County C erk Dat e
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