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July 12, 2023
Reno County Courthouse
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Comm ssioners held an agenda
session with Comm ssioner Ron Hirst, Conm ssioner Randy ParKks,
Comm ssi oner Don Bogner, and Conmi ssioner John Witesel, County
Counsel or Patrick Hof frman, County Adm ni strator Randy
Partington, and Mnutes Clerk Cndy Martin, present. Chairnman
Dani el Friesen was not avail abl e.

The neeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by
a short sectarian prayer led by Pastor R chard Haley from
Ri versi de Bapti st Church.

Reno County 4H Anbassadors Noah M Il er and Brayden Bl ubaugh
gave an invitation to the Reno County 4H fair. They thanked the
Comm ssion for their continued support.

Health Departnment Director Karla N chols nentioned an
invitation to the Board of an upcoming visit by Blue Cross and
Blue Shield and Sonara Health to look at options for nedically
assisted treatnent for substance msuse event on Monday and
Tuesday with a di nner Monday evening.

There was a revision to the agenda, noving item 8A FY2024
funding for the Reno County Conservation District, community,
and econom c inpact before 7A executive session for privileged
|l egal matters after approval of the consent agenda.

M. Hirst noved, seconded by M. Bogner, to approve the
Consent Agenda as nodified, consisting of itens 6A through 6D
whi ch includes the: (6A) Accounts Payabl e Ledger for clains
payabl e on July 7th, 2023, totaling $417, 744.55; Accounts
Payabl e Ledger for clainms payable on July 14th, 2023, totaling
$1, 029, 992. 67; (6B) approval for an agreenent between the Kansas
Departnent of Transportation and Reno County. This County
Speci al Mai nt enance Agreenent upon conpletion of tied projects
KS 1007-02 and KS 1007-03. The anticipated conpletion date of
tied projects KA 1007-02 and KA 1007-03. The anti ci pated
conpl etion date of these projects is June 6, 2023.
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The Secretary will provide the County with witten notice
of the Transfer Date through the issuance of D.OT. Form No. 375
“Transferring Route maintenance” fourteen (14) days in advance
of the transfer; (6C) approval of Planning Case #2023-03 a
resol uti on #2023-14; A RESOLUTI ON APPROVI NG A CONDI TlI ONAL USE
PERM T FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A WAREHOUSE LAND USE ON A PARCEL
OF LAND LOCATED I N THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTI ON 21, TOMNSHI P
24 SOUTH, RANGE 5 WEST OF THE 6™ P.M | N RENO COUNTY, KANSAS for
Lawrence Street Properties, LLC (Mark & Kendra Horst) for a
conditional use permt to establish a warehouse/office |and use
on a parcel of land | ocated at the sout hwest corner of Switzer
Road and South Hal stead Street; (6D) approval to declare Public
Works’ 2008 Ford F650 2T truck and autocrine
VI N#3FRWF65F78Vv688349 with 339,615 mles as of July 3, 2023, as
surplus to be auctioned on Purple Wave and aut hori ze County
Adm ni strator Randy Partington to sign the title once the truck
is sold, as provided by staff. The notion was approved by a roll
call vote of 4-0.

8A. Elizabeth Lutz Conservation District Manager, Andrew
Lyon Kansas Departnment of Agriculture Executive Director of
Conservation, and Chl oe Gehring Cheney Lake Watershed Project
Manager and USDA NRCA Representative were in the audience to
answer questions fromthe Board. Ms. Lutz gave an in-depth
presentation to the Board on services provided by the
conservation district and reviewed their financial report. M.
Lut z expl ai ned cost share with | andowners.

Ms. Cehring gave explanation on benefits to the county as a
whol e with conservation services, the watershed funds giving
exanpl es of private nonies and grants. They were doing a deno
on crops Friday, July 14th at 7305 W Mrgan from 8am unti
approxi mately 10 am

M. Lyon spoke about the AG inpact Reno County has. He
said Reno County was a nodel for AG across the nation and gave
statistics and said he was very proud to be associated with Reno
County.

M. Bogner stated his famly has used the conservation
services for generations. He spoke about the val ue of
conservation and how their assistance with farm ng hel ped his
famly. He said how inportant it was to take care of cedar
trees while they were snall.
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M. Parks read an email from M. Friesen who supported the
farmers and agriculture stating the value of conservation
services to the community and how he woul d put the requested
$50, 000 in the budget.

M. Robert Wner NRCS partner spoke about the close ties
with the Conservation using themfor adm n support and a | ocal
voi ce counting on themfor financial support. Their outreach
was a huge help to NRCS

County Adm ni strator Randy Partington reconmended the cash
forward line itemin the General Fund that woul d not change the
fund’s budget. It was changi ng where the noney cane fromin the
sane departnent.

M. Hirst noved to put the $50,000 back into the budget for
Conservation giving themtine to | ook at other options for next
year’s budget. M. Bogner stated a notion was not needed. Reno
County Attorney Patrick Hoffrman stated they were not passing the
budget today but in the budget hearing so no notion would be
needed today. M. Hirst withdrew the notion and reconmended
putting the funds back, the other conmm ssioners agreed giving
M. Partington direction to put the requested funds back for
Conservati on

7A. At 10 a.m M. Parks noved for the Board to recess to
executive session for 30 minutes with the county adm ni strator,
county counsel or, and energency managenent director, to discuss
subj ects protected by attorney-client privilege, with the
executive session justified by the need to discuss legal matters
privately, and to resune regular session at 10:30 am M. Hirst
seconded. The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 4-0.

At 10:35 a.m the neeting recessed for five m nutes.

At 10:40 a.m the neeting reconvened wth Comm ssioners
Parks, Hirst, Bogner, and Witesel, County Adm nistrator Randy
Partington, County Counselor Patrick Hoffman, and M nutes derk
C ndy Martin, present.

8B. M. Partington reconmended to sign a Letter of Intent
to exceed the RNR rate for Special Districts setting the RNR
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budget hearing for Septenber 13, 2023. The Commi ssi on asked for
anot her option for budgets which would have themall at the RNR

He stated the alternative includes renoving all property
taxes fromthe sewer districts, so their budget would
automatically be under the RNR There were proposed cuts to
sone of the fire districts:

Fire District #2: $187,213 inpacts the agreement with Gty
OF Hut chi nson

Fire District #3: $25,581

Fire District #4: $43, 237

Fire District #7: $6, 980

Fire District #8: $30, 167

Fire District Joint #1: $33,779

Fire District Joint #2: $34,732

The Gty of Hutchinson Director of Finance Angel a Ri chard,
Hut chinson InterimC ty Manager Mary Grace Clenents, and Fire
District Battalion Chief Jeremy Unruh each addressed the Board.
Ms. Richard explained their budgeted increase in pay and
benefits to Fire District #2. Ms. Cenents explained why it was
inportant to maintain service as it would create an undo strain
on Fire District #2. Chief Unruh explained the old main street
station was not owned by the Gty of Hutchinson. It had been
updated three tines since 1950 and noted that they did a risk
assessnment which was why the new station was constructed, he
said it was the busiest station.

M. Hirst suggested neeting with residents of HA B.1.T. to
see what they think of the tax roll or fees. M. Bogner agreed
t hey needed a townhall neeting. M. Hrst noved, seconded by
M. Whitesel, to approve the Special District Fund notice to
exceed RNR for FY24 and set a Septenber 13th, 2023, date for the
proposed budget hearing. The notion was approved by a roll call
vote of 4-0.

8C. Presentation of 2022 Audit Report by AdanmsBrown, LLC
Mel i ssa Romme and Manager Jam Benyshek. M. Benyshek revi ewed
t he Governance Letter describing no problenms or findings. M.
Ronme revi ewed several pages in the audit and stated Reno County
had an unnodified clean audit report with no material findings
noted. They both stated it was fabulous to work with Reno County



79

staff. M. Bogner noved, seconded by M. Witesel, to approve
and sign the Managenent Representation Letter approving the 2022
Audit Report as presented by AdanmsBrown staff. The notion was
approved by a roll call vote of 4-0.

8D. G lnore and Bell Bond Counsel Kevin Cowan reviewed the
resolutions for approval. Resolution #2023-15; A RESOLUTI ON
AUTHORI ZI NG THE MAKI NG OF CERTAI N SEWER TREATMENT | MPROVEMENTS
TO SERVE SEVER DI STRI CT NOS. 201 (YODER) AND 202 (H.A.B.1.T.),
RENO COUNTY, KANSAS; AND AUTHORI ZI NG THE | SSUANCE OF CGENERAL
OBLI CATI ON BONDS FOR THE PAYMENT OF A PORTI ON OF THE COSTS
THERECF this is for paynment of a land purchase in HA B.I.T. for
a joint sewer project. Resolution #2023-16; A RESOLUTI ON
AUTHORI ZI NG AND DI RECTI NG THE | SSUANCE, SALE AND DELI VERY OF
TAXABLE GENERAL OBLI CATI ON TEMPORARY NOTES, SERIES 2023, OF RENO
COUNTY, KANSAS; PROVI DI NG FOR THE LEVY AND COLLECTI ON OF AN
ANNUAL TAX, | F NECESSARY, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYI NG THE
PRI NCI PAL OF AND | NTEREST ON SAI D NOTES AS THEY BECOVE DUE
MAKI NG CERTAI N COVENANTS AND AGREEMENTS TO PROVI DE FOR THE
PAYMENT AND SECURI TY THEREOF; AND AUTHORI ZI NG CERTAI N OTHER
DOCUMENTS AND ACTI ONS CONNECTED THEREW TH for $355,000 to pay a
portion of the costs of the sanitary sewer inprovenents. |In the
| ast conmi ssion neeting they discussed financing options for the
purchase of land for the Yoder/H A B.I.T. sewer district
project. The option chosen by the commi ssion was to issue
tenporary notes with county funds that will be repaid by the
sewer districts when financing for the project is in place.

County Counsel or Patrick Hoffman stated if the resolutions
wer e approved today, the docunents would need to be signed and
we would close on July 27th which lined up with the seller to
finish the sale. M. Hirst noved, seconded by M. Parks, to
approve both resol utions #2023-15 and #2023-16 as descri bed by
M. Cowan. The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 4-0.

8E. M. Partington reconmended approval to sign the RNR

Intent to Not Exceed for FY24; and set a budget hearing date of
August 9th, 2023. He explained that at the | ast conmm ssion
neeting, it was determ ned the Board wanted to budget at or
bel ow the RNR (Revenue Neutral Rate). The comm ssion nade
multi-mllion-dollar cuts to cone in at the RNR Since the
commi ssi on was not exceeding the RNR, the tineline of budget
heari ngs and adopti on noves up to the nonth of August. He said
there woul d be no changes to the budget just switch itens in
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funds. M. Witesel noved, seconded by M. Bogner, to approve
the RNR intent to not exceed for FY24 as discussed. The notion
was approved by a roll call vote of 4-0.

9A. County Adm nistrator Randy Partington asked if there
were any questions on the nonthly departnent reports fromthe
Boar d.

10. M. Hirst spoke about getting a conm ssioner involved
wi th upcom ng energy rates. He rem nded the public about the
Pretty Prairie Rodeo and 4-H Fair. He tal ked about a 30-30
(personal property rights taking 30 percent |and and 30 percent
water rights by the federal governnent) and Trail programs (old
cattle trails) and an enmil asking where Reno County’s rol e was
especially wwth the 30-30. M. Bogner comented that the
governnment was trying to take individuals land, and that’s a
very hot topic. M. Hoffrman stated in his |egal opinion the
comm ssion did not need a resolution for separation of power
fromfederal and county but could nmake a proclamation “we feel
this way” nmaking it a policy issue.

M. Witesel toured a solar facility that was well run and
clean. After the tour he did not see any problemw th sol ar
energy.

M. Parks spoke with Fire Chief Beer regarding the changed
policy for 4th of July fireworks. The Chief stated they freed up
resources and had only small incidents. M. Parks thought the
change was better for everyone.

M. Hrst nmentioned to the Board not to neet individually
with wind or solar conpanies. M. Hoffrman said there should be
no direct contact with these individuals and that they shoul d be
referred to the Planning and Zoni ng Comn ssi on.

At 11:40 a.m M. Parks adjourned the nmeeting until
Wednesday, July 26th, 2023, at 9:00 a. m



Appr oved:

Chai r,

( ATTEST)

Board of Reno County Comm ssioners

Reno County O erk
cm
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