January 9, 2023
Reno County Annex
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Comm ssioners held an agenda
session with Chairman Daniel Friesen, Conm ssioner Ron Hirst,
and Comm ssioner Ron Sellers, County Adm nistrator Randy
Partington, and Mnutes Clerk Cindy Martin, present. County
Counsel or Patrick Hoffman was not avail abl e.

The neeting began l|ate with the Pledge of Allegiance
followed by a short sectarian prayer led by Pastor Jeff Arnold,
Sout h Hut chi nson Christian Church.

County Planner M. Vonachen stated that M. Jorns was one
of the founding nenbers on the Pl anning Conmi ssion in the 1990’s
assisting on the current Planning Comm ssion regul ations. M.
Jorns served two different ternms and stated that his know edge
and expertise that will be mssed by the Planning Comm ssion and
staff. The Board of County Comm ssioners thanked M. Jorns for
his service on the Planning Comm ssion and all appreciated what
he had done for the Reno County community. M. Vonachen, M.
Friesen, and M. Brittain presented Ken Jorns a plaque for
serving nine years on the Planning Conmm ssion. M. Jorns
t hanked the County Comm ssion and stated it was an honor to
serve. He said he enjoyed being on the Planning Board then
w shed the Pl anning Board worked out for the best.

There were no public coments or additions added to the
agenda.

M. Sellers noved, seconded by M. Hirst to approve the
Consent Agenda consisting of items 6A through 6L includes the
Account s Payabl e Ledger for clains payable on Decenber 23rd,
2022, totaling $363, 191.30; includes the Accounts Payabl e Ledger
for clains payabl e on Decenmber 30th, 2022, totaling $196, 951. 89;
i ncl udes the Accounts Payabl e Ledger for clains payable on
January 6th, 2023, totaling $185,779.56; to approve BOCC m nutes
for Novenber 22nd, Novenber 29th, and Decenber 13th, 2022; approve
added, abated and escaped taxation change orders nunbered 2022-
768, 774, 785, 790, 798, 807, 810, 811, 813, 816, 817, 818, 840;
approve appoi ntnment of the Fire Chief and Assistant Fire Chief
of Fire District #4 (Chief Brady Baker and Assistant Tyler
Eash) ;



approval of Planning Case #2022-09 with a resol ution #2023-01; A
RESOLUTI ON ORDERI NG THE VACATI ON OF A 20- FOOT-W DE UTI LI TY
EASEMENT LOCATED IN HABI T #3 SUBDI VI SI ON, A SUBDI VI SI ON LOCATED
I N PORTI ONS OF SECTIONS 29 & 32 OF T24'S, RSWOF THE 6™ P. M,
RENO COUNTY, KANSAS (4J’s Holding, LLC). The address to the
property is 1816 E. WAsp Road; approval of Planning Case #2022-
10 with a resol ution #2023-02; A RESOLUTI ON ORDERI NG THE
VACATI ON OF A 16- FOOT W DE UTI LI TY EASEMENT LOCATED | N CEDARVI EW
LODGE REPLAT SUBDI VI SI ON, A SUBDI VI SI ON LOCATED | N THE SOUTHEAST
QUARTER SECTI ON 19, T26S, RAWOF THE 6™ P. M, RENO COUNTY,
KANSAS (easenent | ocated between Lots 7 and 8, Block 1 of
Cedar vi ew Lodge Repl at Subdivision). The address of the
property is 25306 S. Cedarview Drive; approval of Planning Case
#2022-11 a request by Cargill, Inc. (Applicant Evergy Jessica
Keck) for a conditional use permt to expand an existing

el ectrical substation on |and zoned AG - Agricultural District.
The property is located on the west side of S. Hal stead Street,
approximately % mile south of the intersection of S. Halstead
Street and E. Avenue G approval to declare equi pment/property
at the Solid Waste Departnent as surplus property to be sold on
Pur pl eWave; authorize the County Admi nistrator to sign the title
for the 2000 Vol vo W64 Dunp Truck with VIN 4V5JC2H8YN369631,;
approval and adopt a new burn resol ution replacing resolution
2017-12. Resolution #2023-03; A RESOLUTI ON PERTAI NI NG TO OPEN
BURNI NG AND ESTABLI SHI NG REQUI REMENTS, RESTRI CTI ONS AND
PROHI Bl TED ACTS W TH RESPECT THERETG, AND RECI NDI NG RESCLUTI ON
NO #2017-12; approve K-61 Agreenent with Cty of Hutchinson and
KDOT (Kansas Departnent of Transportation); approval for $50, 000
fund transfer from Regi ster of Deeds Technol ogy Fund to Reno
County Technol ogy Fund per K S. A 25-115 (c)(g) as presented by
staff.

M. Hirst commented that the burn resolution had been
changed with regards to a nodified kitchen/snoker/BBQ outfits
t aking away the 50-foot froma structure for recreational
burning. He filled out the application and found it to be fairly
easy.

M. Sellers clarified with M. Brittain that the K-61
agreenent was cleaning up the |anguage that had not been done in
previous years, M. Brittain confirmed that was correct.

The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.



7TA. M. Partington stated authorization was given in
Oct ober of 2022 for bids to be sent for the Reno County
Court house roof replacenent, and those bids cane back in
Decenber with the lowest bid in excess of $340,000. M.
Partington stated that the architect had estimated the cost to
be between $110,000 and $140,000. M. Hirst noved, seconded by
M. Sellers, to do nodifications to the specs and reject al
bi ds and bring back at the January 24th agenda neeting. M. Hirst
stated the water damage needs to be fixed, and said he was
di sappointed the architects estimate was so low. He hoped to
get local bids to come in for fixing the issue and would like to
| ook at specs as well as pricing. The notion was approved by a
roll call vote of 3-0

8. Comm ssioner Sellers commented to the Board and
community nmenbers since this was his final day on the Reno
County Commission. He had ten final topics fromhis four years
on the Board. He stated in his tine with the Conm ssion he had
taken his job very seriously and was very comrunity service
oriented. First, it was an honor to serve as an el ected official
with the county since 2019 and he | earned a | ot about county
business in that tinme. Second, he thanked the people who were
t here when he was el ected and gai ned a cl ose worKki ng
relationship with then Adm nistrator Gary Meagher and existing
County Counsel or Joe O'Sullivan. M. Meagher was a seasoned
government official that knew the county business very well and
M. OSullivan was an interesting person to work with. M.
Sellers admred M. OSullivan greatly stating he was fun to
work with, he | oved Reno County, he always made deci sions that
were for the betternent of the county and knew nore history of
Reno County than anyone M. Sellers knew that lived in the
county. Third, in 2019 M. Meagher announced his retirenment. The
Board consisted of M. Bush, M. Hirst and M. Sellers and they
decided to hire Randy Partington who started early 2020. One of
M. Partington’s strengths is working with budgets which he
continues to inprove the process each year. M. Partington is
wor ki ng on a digital budget book that would be available to
anyone on an ongoing basis. M. Partington also worked with
departnment heads to revise the m ssion statenent for Reno
County, has reviewed goals for departments, has been excell ent
in hiring new departnment heads, and stated that his
communi cati on between us was very good and it has been a
pl easure to work with M. Partington. Fourth, Comm ssioner Bob
Bush passed away on October 12, 2020, and stated that it was a
great loss for the county and our conmunity. M. Sellers stated
he woul d al ways have great respect for M. Bush and the fact
that they got to work together both at the City of Hutchinson



and Reno County. He said M. Bush had a great understandi ng and
w sdom of our comunity issues.

Fi ve, Comm ssioner Ron Hirst was re-elected, and
Conmi ssi oner Daniel Friesen was elected in Novenber 2020 both
taking office in January 2021. M. Sellers stated he
appreci ated their working relationship and had great respect for
both of them and hoped that it was mutual. He stated M. Hirst
brings a great history of the workings of Reno County and its
rural econony which is inmportant to the conm ssion. He
respected M. Friesen for many things but |iked the fact he
want ed departnments to create goals and show how t hose goals are
bei ng produced, that was one thing he brought to departnent
di scussions. M. Sellers said he enjoyed working with both
Comm ssioners. Six, during his termas conm ssioner, he and M.
Bush worked to decrease conm ssion neetings fromweekly to bi-
weekly giving the adm nistrator the ability to run the daily
busi ness of the county and the comm ssions job is to provide him
oversite for issues he may need | ooked into. He thought going
fromweekly to bi-weekly nmeetings was a great inprovenent in
government, hel pi ng departnment heads and adm nistrator with
better tine managenent. Seven, in Novenber 2022 voters in Reno
County voted to go fromthree to five conm ssioners which he
believes is a positive change and will be a big service to the
county admnistrator and this county’s citizens. He has served
on three boards all with nore than three nenbers. He believes
with nore nmenbers you have nore ideas comng fromthe comm ssion
whi ch nmakes better decisions in the process. Eight,
congratul ations to Randy Parks and Don Bogner on their el ection
to the Comm ssion, he thought they would serve the citizens of
Reno County well. He acknow edged the appoi ntnent by the
Republican Party of John Witesel to the Comm ssion replacing
commi ssioner el ected Mark Reese. Wiile he is | eaving the
comm ssion his |love and respect for the community will continue.
He told the new nenbers if they wanted to ask his advice they
woul d just have to ask. N ne, with newy el ected/ appoi nted
conmi ssioners the county should have a better chance of having
our state elected officials show some concern for our county
| egislative policy. In the past the Kansas |egislative
representatives have showed little if no interest in |local Reno
County concerns controlled at the state |evel. Ten, he thanked
the Reno County departnent heads and enpl oyees for their
assi stance that they had provided in the last four years. He
did not realize that Reno County had such an excell ent
managenent group and a great group of enployees that serve the
citizens very well. He nentioned two departnents in particular,
the County Clerk’s staff that had been nost hel pful to him
Anot her thing he appreci ated about that departnent was they



seened to have a really good tinme while acconplishing their
duties. It has been fun to work with them and thanked the staff
for hel ping our neetings run snoothly. He thanked Shonda Arpin
Adm ni strative Associate to the County Adm nistrator for her
assi stance. He said he would have been | ost many tines dealing
Wi th conputer issues. Thank you so much Shonda for your help.

He thanked the Board for the atnosphere that you have given the
county the last few years. W did not always agree but we |eft
the tabl e appreciating the others view on an issue. He hoped
the county was better off with their last four years of effort.
Thank you and all the best for Reno County in the years to cone.

M. Hirst appreciated all the tinme and effort M. Sellers
put into this job. He said it was an inportant one that he
fulfilled adm rably. W have had our differences but respected
each other. He really appreciated working with him

M. Friesen appreciated the time M. Sellers put into the
conm ssi on and noted that he was al ways very well read on al
the issues. M. Friesen stated M. Sellers always had the
community’s best interest at heart even if we did not always
agree on what that was. He totally agreed that M. Sellers put
all his heart into it and cared about the community. He thanked
and honored M. Sellers tinme and service with the comm ssion. He
appreci ated what he had done for the comunity.

M. Partington appreciated that he was one of the three who
hired him M. Partington stated he | oves Reno County and knows
that you, M. Sellers, care a |ot about the Gty of Hutchinson
and Reno County and everyone involved with the conmmunity. It
has been an honor working with himfor the last three years. W
will definitely mss you.

District Court Judge Trish Rose did the swearing in of the
new conm ssioners. She started with reading the oath for
Randal | Parks having himagree and sign the oath. She then read
the oath for Don Bogner having himagree and sign his oath.

M. Friesen recessed the neeting at 9:42 a.m for 20
m nutes until 10:02 a.m when he wel coned the new nmenbers of the
conmi ssi on.

The neeting reconvened wth all Conmm ssioners, County
Adm ni strator Randy Partington, and Mnutes Cerk G ndy Mrtin,
present. Comnm ssioner Friesen wel coned both new conm ssi oners.



10A & 10B. M. Parks noved, seconded by M. Bogner, to
table the reorganization of the Board of County Comm ssioners
for Chairman and Vice-Chairman until January 24th, 2023, agenda
neeting when the fifth nenber, appointee John Witesel, would be
sworn in.
M. Partington stated that we have 30 days to select the chair
and vice-chair positions and the current chair would stay in
pl ace until the reorgani zation. The notion was approved by a
roll call vote of 4-0.

M. Partington spoke about final agreenents for approval
fromthe ARPA noney.

M. Partington asked the Board if they had any questions on
the financial reports briefly discussing the thirteenth nonth
and he expl ained the general fund. He went over the cash
reserves stating we have four to six nonths in reserve in the
general fund which was for department shortages. Reno County
had a very good bond rating for the county. He asked about
guestions regarding the departnent reports stating half of the
departnment ’s report than the other half. He explained that each
departnent cones annually to report in person to the conm ssion.
He briefly discussed the Opioid settlenment funds of $140, 000 and
organizing a commttee to decide the Ilimted way to spend the
funds when received. At the agenda neeting on January 24th
followed with a January 31st agenda/wor k sessi on possibly having
di scussi ons and conversations on the shooting range,
environnental health or major projects. W also need to speak
about a strategic planning session with goals and objectives
with the priority focus as the projects for 2023 and 2024.

M . Bogner conmented this was a good neeting and he | ooked
forward to working with all of the Board.

M. Hirst nmentioned notes fromthe recent tour | ast
Thursday fromthe Kansas Departnent of Agriculture. They had
manuf act uri ng, technol ogy, and production showi ng the overall ag
busi ness in Reno County. He welconed the new comm ssioners and
conment ed about January 25'" and getting to speak to
representatives.

M. Parks thanked the Board for their help and the
Wednesday, Thursday neetings and Friday for orientation for new
conmi Ssi oners.



M. Bogner stated on the Ag tour it was amazing. What a
| arge role Reno County has, and their ranking Reno County has 17
percent of Ag jobs.

M. Friesen welconed all new and appoi nted conm ssi oners.
M. Partington stated appointee M. Witesel will be the 5th
menber of the conm ssion where the plan was to swear himin at
t he January 24th, 2023, agenda neeti ng.

At 10:25 the neeting adjourned until 9:00 a.m Monday,
January 24th, 2023.

Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Comm ssioners

( ATTEST)

Reno County O erk Dat e
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