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Decenmber 27, 2023
Reno County Courthouse
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Comm ssioners held an agenda
session with Chairman Daniel Friesen, Comm ssioner Ron Hirst,
Conmi ssi oner Randy Par ks, Conm ssioner Don Bogner, and
Commi ssi oner John Wiitesel, County Counsel or Patrick Hoffnman,
County Admi ni strator Randy Partington, and M nutes C erk C ndy
Martin, present.

The neeting began with the Pl edge of All egiance followed by a
short sectarian prayer l|led by Pastor Steve GII wth Turon
Communi ty Church via phone.

There was one addition to the agenda for a five-mnute
executive session.

At 9:05 a.m M. Friesen asked the County Counselor Patrick
Hof man to read the notion; ™I nove the Board enter executive
session until 9:15 a.m wth the county counselor, the subject
matter to be county enpl oyee performance and the justification for
the executive session is to discuss personnel nmatters of non-
el ected personnel ”. M. Friesen noved, seconded by M. Parks, to
enter the executive session. The notion was approved by a 5-0
vot e.

M. Hrst noved, seconded by M. Bogner, to approve the
consent agenda consisting of itenms 6A through 6C which includes
the: (6A) Accounts Payable Ledger for clains payable on Decenber
22, 2023, totaling $361, 722. 15; Accounts Payabl e Ledger for cl ains
payabl e on Decenber 29, 2023, totaling $499, 487.35; (6B) approve
BOCC minutes for Novermber 8th, Novenmber 15'" and Novenber 22nd,
2023; (6C) approve resol ution #2023-43; A RESOLUTI ON ESTABLI SHI NG
A RENO COUNTY SEWER DI STRI CT 1 ( CEDARVI EW Lodge) reserve fund per
K.S.A 12-6130; (6D) approve resolution #2023-44; A RESOLUTI ON
ESTABLI SHHNG A RENO COUNTY SEWER DI STRICT 3/10 (BLUE SPRUCE)
RESERVE FUND per K. S. A 12-6130; (6E) approve resolution
#2023-45; A RESOLTU ON ESTABLI SHI NG A RENO COUNTY SEWER DI STRI CT 8
(HI GHLANDS) RESERVE FUND per K S. A 12-31o; (6F) approve
resol ution #2023-46; A RESOLUTION RENAM NG RENO COUNTY SEWER
DI STRICT 201 (YODER) REPLACEMENT FUND TO A “RESERVE” FUND per
K.S.A 12-6310; (6G approve resolution #2023-47; A RESCLUTI ON
RENAM NG RENO COUNTY SEWER DI STRICT 202 (H A . B.1.T.) REPLACEMENT
FUND TO A “RESERVE” FUND per K S.A 12-63l1o; (6H) approve
resol uti on #2023-48; A RESOLUTI ON ESTABLI SH NG A RENO COUNTY WATER
DISTRICT 8 (H GHLANDS) RESERVE FUND per K S. A 19-3516; (6l)
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approve resolution #2023-49; A RESOLUTI ON ESTABLI SH NG A RENO
COUNTY WATER DI STRI CT 101 ( YODER) RESERVE FUND per K. S.A. 19-3516;
(6J) approve resolution #2023-50; A RESOLUTI ON AUTHORI ZI NG A
TRANSFER OF ALL WATER DI STRICT AND SEWER DI STRI CT GENERAL FUNDS
TO THE WATER DI STRICT AND SEWER DI STRICT RESERVE FUNDS; (6K)
approve resolution #2023-51; A RESCLUTI ON ESTABLI SHH NG A RENO
COUNTY SEWVER DI STRI CT 201-202 (YODER-H. A.B.1.T.) | MPROVEMENTS FUND
per K S. A  19-27a01; (6L) approve resolution #2023-52; A
RESOLUTI ON ESTABLI SHI NG A RENO COUNTY WATER DI STRICT 101 ( YODER)
| MPROVEMENT FUND K. S. A. 19-3516; (6M approve resolution #2023-
53; A RESOLUTI ON ESTABLI SHI NG A RENO COUNTY JDF BEHAVI ORAL SERVI CE
GRANT FUND K. S. A. 12-16, 111; and resol uti on #2023-56; A RESOLUTI ON
ESTABLI SHIE NG A RENO COUNTY JUVEN LE CORRECTI ONS ADVI SORY BQOARD
JCAB GRANT FUND per K S. A 12-16,111; (6N) approve Reno County
Community Corrections Diversion Policy; (60 approve appointing
Jamee L. Archer to the Reno County Council on Aging. The term
woul d begi n on January 1, 2024, and end on Decenber 31, 2026; (6P)
approve appoi ntnent of Gordon Roth to a 3-year term on the Reno
County Public Transportation; (6Q approve County Adm nistrator’s
Contact for 2024 as presented by staff.

M. Whitesel proposed to change the consent agenda item 6Q
on page 2 item B from 60 to 90 days for notice to termnation
clause. M. Witesel noved to change item B page 2 from 60 days
to 90 days and accept the consent agenda with the amendnent. The
notion failed for lack of a second.

The notion for the consent agenda was approved by a roll call
vote of 5-0.

7A. Bob Fee with Fee Insurance explained the 2024
| nsurance buy-down and unbrella options. He went over the two
percent per occurrence with wind and hail and the deducti bl e.
After a brief discussion, the Board deci ded by consensus not
to support the options. They thanked M. Fee for the
i nformation.

7B. M. Partington stated this resolution would get rid of
tax levies in 2024 and start user fees instead of tax
statenents. M. Parks noved, seconded by M. Hirst, to approve
resol uti on #2023-54; A RESOLUTI ON PROVI DI NG A SCHEDULE OF FEES
| N CONNECTI ON W TH SEVER DI STRI CTS #3 AND 10 ( BLUE SPRUCE)
wast ewat er billing procedure effective January 1, 2024. The
noti on was approved by a roll call vote of 5-0.
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7C. Public Works Director Don Brittain explained the reason
for the re-appointnments of these two citizens to serve another
three-year termon the Planning Comm ssion. He said 13
applications were received for consideration stating nost serve
three three-year terns and recommended approval of both nenbers
to serve again. M. Friesen stated the path of |east resistance
was to keep the | eadership people in place. M. Parks noved,
seconded by M. Hirst, for approval to re-appoint Russ Coertzen
currently Chairman who woul d be serving his last termand Jack
Martin currently Vice-Chairman who woul d be serving his second
termto the Planning Conm ssion as recommended by staff. The
notion was approved by a roll call vote of 4-1 with M. Witesel
opposing. He stated he would have liked to speak to the other
candi dat es before maki ng appoi ntnents to the Pl anning
Conmi ssi on.

7D. County Counsel or Patrick Hoffman briefly expl ai ned
resol uti on #2023-55; A DECLARATORY RESOLUTI ON OPPGCSI NG THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S “30 X 30” LAND PRESERVATI ON GOAL. The
executive order by President Biden directed as a policy goal to
conserve 30 percent of all U S. Lands, freshwater, and U. S.
oceans by year 2030. It was not currently funded, and no direct
| aws or policies had been created to inplenent it at this tine.
He stated many Kansas counties had passed resolutions to state
their opposition to the policy. He said this drafted resol ution
removed some of the political |anguage found in simlar
resolutions and attenpts to stick directly to the issue itself,
which is that the Comm ssioners oppose the policy proposal due
to the potential for federal interference with private property
rights. The county could not tell the federal government what to
do but instead could bring attention to the issue and maybe of
note to elected officials. M. Hrst noved, seconded by M.
Bogner, to approve the resolution as drafted by staff. The
noti on was approved by a roll call vote of 5-0.

8A. County Admi nistrator M. Randy Partington inquired if
there were questions on any nonthly departnment reports, there
were none. He stated the financial report was through Novenber
and revenues were above budgeted anbunts, so we were in good
shape. M. Friesen had a concern about the grow ng
conversations around allocation of cash, (state, or county for
deposi tors of $250,000) maybe at risk. M. Partington said we
had access to nore banks in Reno County and nunici pal pools. M.
Hof f man briefly explained idle funds.

9A. M. Bogner attended a neeting or two and hol i day
festivities. Merry Christmas to all.
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On January 4th, M. Parks was going to attend the
Conservati on breakf ast.

M. Hrst wll also be attending the Conservation breakfast
on January 4th and the district nmeeting on January 12thstating it
was inportant to go. He spoke about the K-96 Corridor neeting
at Haven Community Center with a couple of mayors and the Kansas
Leadership program He tal ked about people protesting taxes for
school board bond issues, saying it was not a valid reason to
protest suggesting they get in touch with the school board.

M. Wi tesel spoke about the Reno County Central Republican
Comm ttee voting the replacenent, Deputy Treasurer Ri chele
Cal vert, for Treasurer Brenda Kowitz. He attended the Chanber
nmeeting. He asked the public to be careful next week for New
Year’s Eve drinking and driving then wished all a Happy New
Year .

M. Bogner will be attending the Conservation breakfast and
asked for the nessage to go out about a possible quorum

M. Friesen asked if Ms. Calvert could come and introduce
herself to the Board to be officially congratul ated at the next
nmeeting. The appreciation party for the Treasurer Brenda Kowtz
will be Friday, Decenber 29'h from2-4 p.m at the Annex
Conference Room He said she was not feeling well today to
receive the plaque so they will present it to her on Friday.
Presenting it on behalf of Reno County’s gratitude for her years
of service. He will not be available for the January 24th
neeting, and neither will M. Hirst or M. Bogner, so they asked
the Adm nistrator to | ook at scheduling another date. M.
Partington suggested noving it to the fifth Wdnesday neeting on
January 31st, 2024.

At 10:10 a.m the agenda neeting adjourned until Wdnesday,
January 10th, 2024, at 9:00 a. m

Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Comnm ssioners

( ATTEST)

Reno County O erk Dat e
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