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August 23, 2023
Reno County Courthouse
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Comm ssioners held an agenda
session with Chairman Daniel Friesen, Comm ssioner Ron Hirst,
Comm ssi oner Randy Parks, Comm ssioner Don Bogner, and
Comm ssi oner John Wi tesel, County Counsel or Patrick Hoffman,
County Adm ni strator Randy Partington, and Mnutes C erk C ndy
Martin, present.

The neeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by
a short sectarian prayer led by Pastor Charles Crunble Sr. at
New Resurrection Baptist Church.

Seth Dewey, Substance M suse Health Educator read the
procl amati on proclaimng Septenber as “National Recovery Mnth”.
He briefly explained substance abuse and the Reno Recovery
Col | aborative services. Karla Nichol s, Health  Depart nent
Director; Megan Cottschalk, Assistant Director of Population
Servi ces; Tonya Cul p, Health Educator; Thomas Sinmons, Substance
M suse Health Educator; and Candace Davidson, Health Education
Supervisor also attended the neeting for support. M. Friesen
t hanked the Health Departnment for their service to the state and
our county. M. Hrst commented he heard a radio interview
regarding the problens with drug and alcohol, it is inportant to
know what it cost.

Human Resources Director Helen Foster invited the Board to
the United Way workday this Saturday August 26th, at 8:15 a.m
Reno County has a team of 36 people to participate in the Brush
It Up Hutch project painting a residence at 17t" and Adans.

There were no additions or revisions to the agenda.

M. Parks noved, seconded by M. Bogner, to approve the
consent agenda consisting of itens 6A and 6B which includes the:
(6A) Accounts Payable Ledger for clainms payable on August 18th,
2023, totaling $1,097,363.63; Accounts Payable Ledger for clains
payabl e on August 25th, 2023, totaling $246,182.07; (6B) next
itemdirects the Chairman to sign mnutes for July 12th and 26th,
2023 as submitted. The notion was approved by a roll call vote
of 5-0.
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7A. This itemwas tabled from 8/9/2023 regarding a
resol uti on #2023-17 designating the official county newspaper.
M. Hof fman organi zed rel evant information regarding the three
of ficial newspaper options since they all nmet the statutory
criteria. Wth the exception of The Rural Messenger who had a
pendi ng application fromUSPS for a U S. Postal periodical
certification as of today there is still no approval. He stated
Reno County woul d be posting nore | egals on our website in the
future. M. Bogner noved, seconded by M. Parks, to approve
resol uti on #2023-17; A RESOLUTI ON DESI GNATI NG THE NI NNESCAH
VALLEY NEWS AS THE OFFI Cl AL COUNTY NEWSPAPER. The notion was
approved by a roll call vote of 5-0.

7B. M. Hirst noved, seconded by M. Bogner, to approve
pl anni ng case #2023-04 for a rezone. Resolution #2023-22; A
RESOLUTI ON APPROVI NG A ZONI NG AVENDMVENT REQUEST FROM R-1 RURAL
RESI DENTI AL DI STRICT TO AG AGRI CULTURAL DI STRICT FOR THE PURPCSE
OF CREATI NG A 40- ACRE PARCEL OF LAND ZONED AG IN THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER OF SECI ON 24, TOMWNSHI P 24 SOUTH, RANGE 4 WEST OF THE 6™
P.M I N RENO COUNTY, KANSAS. A request by Pat Banman to rezone
approximately 4.7 acres of land from R 1 Rural Residential
District to AG - Agricultural D strict. The parcel is |ocated
at the southwest corner of E. Longview Road and S. Wodberry
Road at 14813 E. Longvi ew Road. The notion was approved by a
roll call vote of 5-0

8A. The appoi ntment/reappoi nt nent of the Reno County Health
Depart ment Advi sory Board pursuant to Resol ution #2023-05.

M. Friesen notioned to approve the slate of 10 people as
recomended by the Advisory Board Chair to include the noted

person that he would abstain from voting for. The reason for
abstaining was a conflict since he was related to a person on
that board. He stated it was pretty hard roles to fill on the

advi sory board and thought the vetting of candidates was well
done so the risks were pretty | ow

M. Hirst seconded the notion, stating the advisory board's
original content comes back to the Health Board and County
Comm ssions. He thought they did a good job choosing people and
their vetting process was w thout any political views.
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M. Witesel would like to interview all candidates in an
executi ve session.

M. Parks stated the advisory board was a good m xture and
the final authority would be up to the comm ssion. He put faith
in the staff and woul d support approval .

M. Bogner stated the advisory group was well rounded and
enough of them have expertise in different areas so he would
support approval al so.

M. Hoffman explained the role of the advisory board. M.
Fri esen noved, seconded by M. Hirst, to approve the
appoi nt ment/reappoi ntnent of the Reno County Health Departnment
Advi sory Board as discussed. The notion was approved by a 4-1
vote wth M. Witesel opposed and M. Friesen noting his
conment s.

8B. Candance Davidson Health Education Supervisor and
Facilitator of the Opioid Settlement Funds Advisory Committee
explained the Reno County/Hutchinson Fights Addiction Fund
proposal . Spending litigation noney on strategies to save |lives
from prescription opioid msuse and illicit opioid use 1is
essenti al . To neet the best needs of the community a special
Opioid Settlenment Funds Advisory Oversight Commttee was forned
to look at the data available for Reno County and after
identifying goals and abatenent strategies. This commttee was
tasked with naking sure that the Reno County Fights Addiction
Fund is spent in a way that saves lives from prescription opioid
msuse and illicit opioid use, while also comng alongside
efforts currently being used within Reno County. M. Hof f man
stated they were working also with the Cty of Hutchinson so as
not to duplicate services. M. Davidson said they were spending
the Kansas Fights Addiction Funds in the way in which the
settlenent requires. Ms. Davidson’s recommended approval of
nmoving forward and sending out an RFP to the different entities
hel ping them if they nmet the requirenments wth funding. M.
Hirst noved, seconded by M. Parks, to approve sending out the
RFP as presented by staff. The notion was approved by a roll
call vote of 5-0.
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8C. Public Wrks Director Don Brittain opened the
di scussion on Sewer District 201 and 202 Joi nt Treat nent
Facilities Upgrade. He introduced Schwab Eaton representative
Stuart Porter.

M. Porter gave background on the studies for inprovenents
to bring back sewer districts into conpliance with current
standards. He gave options for grants and financing for the
project. He proceeded to explain five reasons not to connect
with the Gty of Hutchinson. He gave explanation for a scoring
system fromthe financial agencies. He outlined a scenario for
$55. 00 regul ar users a nmonth sanme with 27 |ight conmerci al
users, $110.00 users with double load which is 3 tines
residential for heavy commercial with no surcharge not high
strength user 17.4 percent. The loan, if approved coul d receive
a 30 percent |loan forgiveness that maxes at $1 million. M.

Hi rst noved, seconded by M. Wiitesel, to approve directing item
#1 staff to nove forward with the joint |agoon system and

engi neering to go through with the application process as
outlined in the information provided to us. The notion was
approved by a roll call vote of 5-0. M. Hrst nentioned

| ooking after the 9.6 percent engineering fee so there are no
cost overruns or mstakes made since it is taxpayers noney.

9A. County Adm nistrator Randy Partington asked if the Board
had questions on departnent reports, none were nade.

9B. M. Partington explained the financial reports for July.
He commented on the District Attorney and group neetings
regarding the jail. He said the Sheriff commented clients are at
high |l evels and may need to be farmed out. This is predicated
on if nore staff |eave, and they don’t have enough enpl oyees on
a shift to house the nunber of inmates at the jail. He asked
about anot her study session on Septenber 13th regardi ng the space
study overview. M. Partington net with the Gty Mnager
regarding the joint neeting in October having it on 1st or 3'd
Tuesday or 2nd or 4th Wednesday since the county is hosting, the
Board sel ected the nmeeting on Cctober 25th

Conmi ssi oner comments:
M. Parks commented on another state neeting in Wchita. He

had conpl aints | ast week about trains covering intersections.
He suggested the Energency Managenent Director and railroad
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personnel visit regarding bl ockages. M. Parks spoke about
sanitation neetings for septic tank installation.

M. Bogner thought a spur would elimnate the probl em of
bl ockage. M. Hoffman stated trains were under federal regulated
progranms. The Board thought naybe the train representatives
could cone in and speak to themon this issue.

1) M. Bogner was still getting calls on the burn permts. If
the residents don’t take the paper to see published itens
or have internet, how do we conmunicate to rural areas?
Emer gency Managenent Director Adam Wei shaar replied they do
press releases, radio interviews, and fliers.

2) He questioned what was happening with Cargill water well
nonitor, was it still in the works or not.

3) The last itemwas about the 30/30 cattle trail group trying
to take peoples land rights. He stated sone people were
signing up for the noney. He suggested a study on what they
are trying to do. In the resolution it needed to state
Reno County was not i nterested.

4) Regarding the water deal he nentioned referring questions
and checki ng neetings on You Tube.

M. Parks requested the 30/30 topic be on the agenda or have
staff study it and get it back to them

M. Hrst had a couple of itens:

1) Yesterday at the landfill two enpl oyees fromthe
Mai nt enance Departnent hel ped out and he wanted to thank
t hem

2) Harvey County had sol ar/w nd regul ati ons maybe have
Pl anni ng and Zoning | ook at theirs before doing ours to
conpare.

M. VWhitesel commented that COVI D was back, and he woul d not
support limting people’s rights by the governnent.

M. Friesen said he had a call related to splitting acres for
new construction on an exi sting honestead. The zoning
regul ati ons were creating conplications and with the current
wor kl oad of Pl anni ng and Zoning staff, they recognize this is
worth studying, but it would have to wait until the first of
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next year. The Pl anning docket had them working on sol ar
regul ati ons.

Don Brittain said the public hearing would be in Septenber
to finalize solar. The subject M. Friesen brought up was goi ng
to be addressed prior to the solar regulations. That issue was
the next to be addressed by the Pl anning and Zoni ng Comm ssi on.

At 11:05 a.m the neeting recessed for five m nutes.

The neeting reconvened wth all Commissioners, County
Adm ni strat or Randy  Parti ngton, County  Counsel or Patri ck
Hof f man, and M nutes Clerk G ndy Martin, present.

11. At 11:10 a.m M. Friesen noved, seconded by M. Parks,
to recess into executive session for 30 mnutes until 11:40 a. m
with Dr. Scott Pauley M D., County Adm nistrator, County
Counsel or, Health Departnment Director, Health O ficer, joining
t he governing body in the executive session, the justification
for the executive session is discussion of job performance of
non- el ected personnel and the subject matter personnel matters
of non-el ected personnel. The notion was approved by a roll cal
vote of 5-0.

At 11:40 a.m M. Friesen noved, seconded by M. Parks, to
extend the executive session for 10 minutes until 11:50 a.m
The notion was approved by a vote of 5-0.

At 11:50 a.m M. Friesen noved, seconded by M. Witesel,
to extend the executive session for 5 mnutes until 11:55 a. m
The notion was approved by a vote of 5-0.

At 11:55 a.m M. Friesen adjourned the nmeeting until
Wednesday, August 30th, 2023, at 9:00 a.m

Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Comm ssioners

( ATTEST)

Reno County d erk Dat e
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