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May 31st, 2022
Reno County Annex
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Conm ssioners held a Wrk Session
at the Annex Conference Room wi th Chairman Daniel Friesen
Conmi ssi oner Ron Sellers, and Conm ssioner Ron Hirst, County
Adm ni strator Randy Partington, County Counsel or Patrick
Hof f man, and M nutes Clerk Cindy Martin, present. This session
was recorded not |ive.

At 11:00 a.m Commi ssioner Friesen outlined the session
process with staff presenting, Board di scussion, public
coments, and answer questions | ast.

Envi r onnment al Heal t h Super vi sor Dar cy Basye gave
expl anation of what regulations were in place and what she does
with environnental health and septic permts pertaining to
wast ewater. Topics she would review are an overview of program
county water prevalence and geology as it pertains to water,
contam nates in wastewater and influences on groundwater/surface
wat er, current codes, wastewater permt process, soil profiles,
staff chall enges, m sconceptions, case nmanagenent, and website
transparency. Ms. Basye gave a presentation on education of
wast ewater conponents and history of wastewater wth the
different soil types in Reno County and various systens used or
recommended. The current code was from 2003 any revisions had to
be approved and wthin Kansas Heal t h and Envi r onnment
regul ati ons. She explained Reno County had very unique soils all
over the county with variances in the water table. Sone geol ogy
had differences within the same owner’s property. M. Basye
di scussed the pollution source from nitrates and how high
anopunts can affect people and animals. She showed maps wth
sensitive areas for water and potential for pollution in the
Equus beds. She stressed the protection of water was their prine
obj ecti ve. She went over the federal and state nunbers of
nitrates. They wanted to protect ground water on small lots
The sanitation policy net state codes and exceeded it. She
explained the permt and application process for first tine
sites and how packets were copied for both the owner and
contractors. Their office nmet bare m ninmum of codes for systens
on inspections since it was not their job to police systens for
owners. Sonetinmes a delay could be caused by the flood plan or
del ays could happen with zoning permts which could hold up the
envi ronnental permts. She said they were now fully staffed
wi th four people and their calendars were full.
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Marsha McConnel |, 3616 E. 43¢ Avenue, was a realtor in Reno
County and wote a |letter of concern. Her concern was not the
requi renents, but the timely matter involved for permts. She
gave an exanple of a property sale on Septenber 8, 2021, wth
results around Decenber 23rd, 2021. She thought the codes should
be reviewed froman outside source. M. Basye gave a rebuttal
on the del ay.

Ron Vincent, 901 E. 95'h Avenue, Carl Vincent Services was
concerned with shallow water and the protection of water. He
briefly discussed the imting of systens that could cone into
Reno County with their (Environnental Health) policy not code.
He believed the code was nineteen-years old and shoul d be
revi ewed and updat ed.

Commi ssioner Sellers had to | eave the neeting at 12:30 p. m

Comm ssioner Hrst wuld like to have a conversation with
the Heal th Departnent regarding the review of codes with an
outside consultant. He did not believe Reno County was t hat
unique with their soil types.

Comm ssioner Friesen would like to see a commttee put
together to discuss the strict level of 10 ng nitrate and would
speak with the County Adm nistrator to put sone recomrendati ons
t oget her.

At 12:40 p.m the neeting adjourned wuntil 9:00 a.m
Tuesday, June 14th, 2022.

Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Comm ssioners
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