March 22, 2022
Reno County Annex
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Comm ssioners held a special study
session at the Annex Conference Room w th Chairman Danie
Friesen, Comm ssioner Ron Sellers, Comm ssioner Ron Hirst,
County Adm ni strator Randy Partington, County Counsel or Patrick
Hof f man, and M nutes Cerk G ndy Martin, present. Also in
attendance from Reno County were the follow ng: Sheriff Darrian
Canpbel |, Patrol Captain Levi Bl umanhourst, Enmergency Managenent
Di rector Adam Wi shaar, Reno County Fire Admi nistrator Travis
Vogt, Assistant Fire Chief District #3 Gerald W ens,

Reno/ Ki ngman Joint #1 Pretty Prairie Fire Chief R ck G aber,
Public Wirks Director Don Brittain, and Reno County Pl anner Mark
Vonachen. Ohers in attendance were as follows: Gty of
Hut chi nson Fire Chief Steven Beer, City of Hutchinson Deputy
Fire Chi ef Doug Hanen, Tabitha Neahring and Megan N eneyer with
VOAD/ TSA, Reno County citizens Dr. Christine Sanders, M and
Chris Corey, Mayor of Hi ghlands Carol More, Kansas Forest
Servi ce Rodney Redi nger and Dennis Carl son, USDA-NRCS Dusty
Tacha, and Marcus Preuni nger CEA- A/ NR KSRE

M. Friesen stated today’s session was to discuss
recommendations for fire mtigation and nanagenent in the
county.

M. Weishaar nmet wwth the Comm ssion to give a summary
report. He said in May of | ast year Energency Managenent was
instructed to coordinate with various organizations to cone up
with recomrendations to find better ways to coordinate/nitigate
the fire risk in the county focusing on the higher risk areas.
A neeting took place in August 2021 wth Kansas Forest Service
Rangel and Managenent Specialist, Agriculture Extension Agent,
Reno County Pl anner, and the Hutchinson Fire Departnent to
di scuss ideas to mtigate wildfire activity in the county. In
2009 the Kansas Forest Service Fire Prevention Speciali st
conpleted a Community Wl dfire Hazard Assessnment report finding
26 communities surveyed, noting that ten of those were | ow
hazard rating, seven were noderate, and nine were a high rating.
There are several areas that are now at risk that weren’t
previously causing a potential high fire danger.

County Pl anner Mark Vonachen expl ained the history of
zoning. M. Friesen questioned if there was fire zoning on
hazar dous dead-end roads. M. Vonachen replied not prior to
zoni ng however, currently we do have regulations with



subdi vi si on plats devel oped to Townshi p Road standards fromthis
time forward. M. Friesen requested M. Vonachen research
deeper in counties out of state that nay have zoning fire
mtigation. M. Friesen then requested M. Vonachen nake a note
for the Planning Board to study

M. Hirst asked about ETJ for Hutchinson. M. Vonachen
replied that Hutchinson never did acquire the ETJ however,
Buhl er and Haven have a one-mle radius, and South Hutchi nson,
and Ni ckerson have a three-mle radius which is the limt they
can do. M. Friesen requested M. Partington research the ETJ
that the past comm ssion did not relinquish around Hutchi nson.

If a violation occurs with zoning the honmeowner will get a
letter and the county could take themto court. An alternative
woul d be to have a codes court since any enforcenment of zoning
or codes could be a very costly approach. There was nore
di scussi on on zoning and options avail abl e, one being education
provi ded to honmeowners. The Hutchinson Fire Departnent
conducted four sessions with [imted success with educating
homeowners, and each property owner had the opportunity to have
a risk assessnment done on their property.

Conservation District Chloe WIson spoke about possible
coordination of an event wth education and subject nmatter
experts. She could offer resources but no technical expertise
because it was not what they do.

M. Hirst asked how i nsurance conpanies fit in with
educati on.

Hut chi nson Fire Chief Steve Beer stated at 10:30 a.m on
April 7th there is a schedul ed roundhouse neeting with insurance
carriers in the area on this subject matter.

Rodney Redinger with the Kansas Forest Service stated it
was a big challenge to get the participation of honeowners not
only here but across the state with the “Fire Wse” training.

Dr. Christine Sanders addressed the Conmmi ssion as a
homeowner in The Hi ghlands area and said she hosted a “Fire
Wse” neeting in her home for their nei ghborhood to educate
them She stated the Fire Wse was a great program and needed
to be pushed annually around this tine of year. She was
concerned about getting rid of the fuel and the cost of renoving
cedar trees off people’s properties was very expensive.



Enforcenent in the current resolution #2017-12, needs nore
in-depth review in sonme sections, the Board di scussed these
i ssues. M. Wishaar stated after neetings it was deci ded that

di spatch will start letting a citizen knowif they are all owed
to burn or not on high-risk days. If the resolution was
violated, the Sheriff’s Ofice wll nmake a case and send it to

the District Attorney’s Ofice for prosecution. One action item
was a nodification to the current resolution, to nodify section
3A which gives dispatch authority to tell citizens no to
burning. The second proposed nodification was to grant the Fire
Chief’s in their jurisdiction the authority to be able to tel
peopl e no burning that day after they have had a fire out of
control

In the other category it was nentioned about changes to the
burn resolution and how the sane people either follow or are the
cause of problens. Al large fires in Reno County have not been
caused by controlled burning. Sonme small property owners do not
have the education or equi pnent for safely conducting a
controlled burn. The mitigation of volatile fuel needs to be
the county’s priority. 1In the past tw years, the Hutchinson
Fire Departnment along with Fire District #2 have burned over 20
mles of ditches and rights-of-way that would be hinge points
and potentially stop large fires and they plan to continue to
burn these each year. Qur volunteer fire districts do not have
the tinme or manpower to make this an effective strategy through
t he whol e county.

Sheriff Darrian Canpbell stated that since the burn ban has
been in effect, two weeks or so ago, we have had three incidents
fromthe citizens not calling in to dispatch or didn’t know
about the ban. They did not have perm ssion to burn, and those
cases would be forwarded to the District Attorney’s Ofice.

M. Sellers had concerns about citizens calling into
di spatch for burning and asked if there should be a different
poi nt of contact. Sheriff Canpbell stated that we need a 24/7
service or nore training for dispatch regarding burning before
saying yes or no. M. Hrst gave a background of the 2017
resol ution origination.

Kansas Forest Service Dennis Carl son spoke about Federal
Grants that can be used for fire mtigation in |arger areas.

Chi ef Beer suggested education for a no burn ban, and al so
no burning three to five days around a red flag day. He said
changes need to be made.



USDA- NRCS Dusty Tocha nentioned FEMA noney for fuel
mtigation, farmbill prograns, and cost sharing of AG rel ated
i ssues. He said the biggest problemwas an education gap and
growi ng season burns.

A reconmmendation is for the county to come up with a
fundi ng source or tax incentive to help individual property
owners with fuel mtigation. This would assist snall property
owners to contract to mtigate the fuel |l oad on their property
hel ping to save noney in conparison to the hundreds of thousands
of dollars spent on wildfire response.

M. Friesen said, 1) no countyw de policy- but specific
zones wWill get a map with high, nedium and low priorities. 2)
classify red, yellow, and green for |andowners and suggested
usi ng the recomendati on from Adam for approval of
classification of property in the county. 3) the ordinance task
force informal group will leave to Adm nistration and the
Emer gency Managenent Departnment to revise a set of ordinances to
consi der adding teeth. 4)zoning staff collect and bring back
items for consideration to the Planning Board, and then
recommend a study session. 5) mtigation of fuel cost - Adam
Weishaar will get a teamtogether with the 1st set of
recommendati ons on cost to work on fire mtigation. 6) nedia to
put vi deos on conm ssion education for fires and naybe keep the
task force going with nonthly neetings.

At 12:17 p.m the neeting recessed until the Joint
County/City Wrrk Session and reconvened at 1:00 p. m
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