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March 22, 2022
Reno County Annex
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Comm ssioners held an agenda
session at the Annex Conference Room wi th Chai rnan Dani e
Friesen, Conm ssioner Ron Sellers, and Comm ssioner Ron Hirst,
County Adm nistrator Randy Partington, County Counsel or Patrick
Hof f man, and M nutes Clerk G ndy Martin, present.

The neeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by
a short sectarian prayer led by Pastor Becky Stark, Buhler
Uni ted Met hodi st Church.

Director of Public Health Karla N chols read the
Procl amation for National Public Health Wek of April 4 thru 10,
2022. Conmi ssioner Friesen presented the proclamation to M.
Ni chol s stating he recognized all the hard work and appreciated
what her departnent does for the community. M. Sellers
comment ed when he cane on the conm ssion, he did not know how
much the Health Departnment did for Reno County citizens. He
wanted to pass along his thanks to staff. M. Hi rst appreciated
t he working relati onship between the Health Departnent and the
Conmi ssioners, and thanked Ms. N chols and her staff.

There were no public comments and no additions to the
agenda.

M. Hirst noved, seconded by M. Sellers, to approve the
Consent Agenda consisting of items 6A through 6J, including the
Accounts Payabl e Ledger for clains payable on March 18th, 2022,
totaling $436,985.26, clains payable on March 25th, 2022,
totaling $389, 814.01; approval for Resolution #2022-09; A
RESOLUTI ON  APPO NTING A COUNTY APPRAISER to appoint M chael
Plank for a term commencing July 1, 2021 and ending June 30,
2025; approve a renewed application for a Cereal WMt Beverage
License for Hutchinson Recreation Conmi ssion DBA Fun Valley
Sports Conplex for ON PREM SES Sells in the anpunt of $125.00
M. Sellers comented that he was a Hutchinson Recreation Board
menber however there was not a conflict; to approve BOCC m nutes
from February 22", February 22n Work Study Session, March 1st,
and March 8th, 2022, approval of a Caterpillar Certified
Powertrain Rebuild from Fol ey Equi pnment on Solid Waste Equi pnment
#321 a 623G Scraper in the amount of $432,702.12; approve an
agreenent between Reno County and JEO Consulting Goup, Inc. for
Prof essional Services for 4th Avenue bridge repairs over Cow
Creek Drainage; to approve Public Wrks purchase of a 2022 3 ton
Dodge Ram 2500 Tradesman Crew Cab 4X4 from Allen Sanuels,
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Hut chi nson, Kansas, for a cost of $45,711.00; to approve
Pl anni ng Case #2023-15 a request by Jesse Keimfor a conditional
use permt to establish a manufacturing facility to construct
kitchen cabinets and other wood products. The property is
| ocated at 11203 S. Cbee Road which is at the southwest corner
of E. Geenfield Road and S. Obee Road; approve Planning Case
#2022-01 a request by Jason & Christy Wst to rezone
approximately 20.69 acres of land from R-1 Rural Residential
District to AG Agricultural D strict. The property is |ocated
at 303 N. Mayfield Road which is at the southwest corner of N
Mayfield Road and E. 4th Avenue; approve perm ssion to purchase
two (2) wused vehicles to be used as unmarked cars for the
Sheriff’s Ofice detective Division at a not to exceed cost of
$39,000 for both vehicles as presented by staff. The consent
agenda notion was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.

Conservation District Mnager Chloe Gehring gave a brief
hi story of the Conservation District serving Reno County for 75
years. She made a presentation of the 2023 Budget to the Board.
She stated the Reno County Conservation District was requesting
$2,500 nore, neking it $50,000 for FY2023 which was an increase
from previous years. She reviewed seven different services and
noney that was cost shared from the State of Kansas. The
Conservation District owns equi pnent that can be rented in place
of chem cals, grass seed sales, and fencing supplies.

M. Sellers had a couple of questions for M. GCehring. He
asked where did the Conservation District get their Tech funds
fron? Ms. Cehring replied they were from grant dollars. M.
Sel l ers asked about other groups that do simlar prograns as the
Conservation does, how do you not overlap sonmething. M. Gehring
stated that we are a co-located NRCS service center. The Cheney
Water Shed is a project of the district however it has a
di fferent f oot pri nt and serve five counties, and the
Conservation District serves the whole of Reno County. She is
the only enpl oyee of the Conservation District.

M. Hrst encouraged a tour at the Cheney Lake Water Shed.
He encouraged the Commission to attend a Cheney event where they
tal ked about crops and cost sharing offensive. NRCS asked to
participate in fire mtigation. He thanked them for help wth
Senat or Moran where they provided information.

M. Friesen thanked her for her presentation. AG is one of
the pillars of the econonmy in Reno County. He encouraged her to
do nore education of <county residents with fire and sewer
efforts.



31

Mai nt enance/ Purchasing Director Harlen Depew reviewed the
change order in the anmpbunt of $928,440.80 from Pishny
Restoration for additional repairs to the courthouse done. He
said the concrete cap rests on top of steel tresses and then the
limestone is on top of that. A large discussion and expl anation
with M. Depew and the Board over inspections and repairs
recommended by the different engineers. The Board consensus was
if the insurance conpany pays the claim to give authorization
for M. Partington to proceed with the work. If the county has
to pay, it wll need Conm ssions approval. M. Sellers noved,
seconded by M. Hirst, to approve the change order not to exceed
t he anobunt of $928,440.80 from Pishny Restoration for additional
repairs to the courthouse done as presented. The notion was
approved by a roll call vote of 2 to 1, with M. Friesen
opposing. The Board requested M. Depew keep the conpany noving
inatinely mtter.

M. Depew was also present for his annual update giving a
review of the past year. He said the current staff did the best
they could with the workload. M. Friesen suggested |ooking into
contracting |abor to help.

M. Hirst questioned County Attorney Hoffrman and M. Depew
if a change order cane thru could you add a penalty clause. M.
Hof f man expl ained the | egal aspect of a contract and will review
it. M. Friesen questioned the cost of renting scaffol ding and
asked M. Depew to check into the cost.

County Adm nistrator Randy Partington gave his report to
t he Board. He had half of the departnment nonthly reports. The
Board briefly discussed the Solid Waste New Policy with high
winds. M. Friesen nentioned having nedia coverage cone out to
the Landfill to wtness the trash issue. M. Partington
rem nded the Board of the March 29th ARPA neeting at 9:00 a.m
and said it would be recorded. He introduced the new Appraiser
M chael Plank who gave a brief history of hinself. The Board
and staff wel comed himto Reno County.

M. Hrst comented on an article in The Hutch Post about
an appreciation dinner at the VFW this Saturday, March 29th
between 4:00 pmto 8:00 pmin honor of Vietnam Veterans who w ||
eat free at the all-Anmerican dinner. Senator Marshall had a | ot
of wuseful information given. FSA requirenment applications can
call 620-669-8161 on fencing questions. Good representation
from Harvey County, Reno County, Kansas Forest Service and
County Fire Districts. M. Hrst attended a Stepping up place
nmeet i ng.
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M. Sellers as a County Conmm ssioner and individual was
di sappointed with the reaction of the local FSA agent when a
request was nmade to extend burn dates. The FSA agent replied to
the request to extend burn dates stating those dates were nade
in Washington DC and he coul dn’t change then. Senat or Mar shal |
needed to help ranchers/farners in their tinme of need, he said
it was poor governnent. The Board briefly discussed a summer
burn pl an.

M. Friesen agreed with the response for help on extending
burn dates. Senator Mran sent apologies as he was in Pol and
assisting there. Senator Marshall conmmunicated to them by M.
Partington again with request for dates. He received enails
about the Solid Waste closures. Dusty Tocha sent a very |ong
email on fire/burning. Septic systens came up in his email box,
deferred to M. Partington and should now cone to the Commi ssion
| evel . An email was received about a property in the Medora
area for junk cars and how to handl e the situation.

At 10:40 a.m the neeting recessed for a 20-m nute break
and reconvened at 11:00 a.m for the special study session.

Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Comnm ssioners

( ATTEST)

Reno County O erk Dat e
cm





