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June 14t h, 2022
Reno County Annex
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Comm ssioners held an agenda
session at the Annex Conference Room wi th Chairnan Dani el
Fri esen, Conm ssioner Ron Sellers, and Conm ssioner Ron Hirst,
County Adm ni strator Randy Partington, County Counsel or Patrick
Hof f man, and M nutes Clerk G ndy Martin, present.

The neeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by
a short sectarian prayer led by Cty of Hutchinson Police/Reno
County Sheriff’s Chaplin Drector R chard M Haley also the
Pastor at Riverside Baptist Church.

United Way Denise Gl liland updated the Board on the Child
Care Market Study. She asked the public in the rural area to
cone forward to participate on the childcare conmttee.

M. Hirst noved, seconded by M. Sellers, to approve the
Consent Agenda consisting of items 6A through 6C, including the
Accounts Payabl e Ledger for clains payable on June 10th, 2022,
totaling $758,143.23, clains payable on June 17th, 2022,
totaling $237,781.90; and also consisting of pending Added,
Abated and Escaped Taxation Change Oders nunbered 2022-427,
581, 587; Kansas Departnent of Corrections grant conditions
approval for the risk assessnent; approve and set a date of
Thur sday, August 11th, 2022 at 9:00 a.m for County Canvass of
the 2022 Primary Election; approve and set a date of Thursday,
Novenber 17th, 2022 at 9:00 a.m for County Canvass of 2022
Ceneral Election; approval to renew an application for a Cereal
Malt Beverage License for OBrien’s Marina LLC for Of Prem ses;
approval to renew an application for a Cereal Mlt Beverage
License for OBrien’s Marina LLC for On Prenmi ses as presented by
staff. The consent agenda notion was approved by a roll call
vote of 3-0.

County  Adm ni strator Randy Partington presented the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) summary of requests in an excel
spr eadsheet . H s spreadsheet had requests and program anounts
from organi zati ons or individuals. He also had an overview of
the final guidelines for spending from the U S. Departnent of
Treasury’s Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds.
He asked the Board if they would like to use scoring by staff or
put together a committee to review requests.
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M. Sellers stated he would prefer no scoring or use of an
outside commttee. The Board had decided on three mgjor buckets
wth M. Hrst researching Child Care, M. Friesen |looking into
Econom ¢ Devel opnent, and M. Sellers handling housing for the
allocation of the $12 nmillion plus funds.

M. Hrst felt some of the itens on the summary woul d not
qualify for funds and a discussion should be in the future for
those requests. The three main areas M. Sellers nmentioned fit
together for gromh in Reno County and he suggested a work study
session to discuss them

M. Friesen was in favor of further talks by the Conm ssion
and not establishing a conmttee. He was not clear on allocation
anounts for the three najor buckets and M. Partington had heard
several different anounts for the buckets. He thought M.
Partington should set up a session for the questions from the
commi ssioners nmay have and suggested next agenda neeting. M.
Partington knew of the allocated $440 thousand for the fire
brush trucks. The Board di scussed housing, adm nistration fees,
Nei ghborhood Revitalization Plan, and a potential hotel project.
Afterward they decided to speak wth the Chanber of Conmerce and
the City of Hutchinson and bring back any information to the
next agenda neeting.

County Counselor Patrick Hoffman reviewed the G ty/County
Agreenents for the Law Enforcenent and Enmergency Conmuni cati ons.
He stated in January after neeting wth the Sheriff they made
sonme changes and sent to the Cty Attorney who approved it;
however, the Cty Council had not voted on approval yet. The
agreenent discussed the division of funds and services rendered.
He indicated nost were technical changes and sone clarified the
county owned building on Avenue G and how it is to be used in
the future. The termination period was updated to sixteen
nmont hs instead of four nonths giving all parties tinme to budget
accordi ngly.

M. Sellers comented that he appreciated M. Hoffman’s
work on these agreenents. He stated it was inportant the city
and county work together getting docunents signed so they could
continue building a stronger relationship then in the past few
years. M. Sellers noved, seconded by M. Hrst, as the county
to approve the agreenents and have the Chairnman’s signature on
them then asking the City of Hutchinson to agree to them The
notion was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0. The Board would
like to neet with the City of Hutchinson not |ess than every siXx
months to keep communi cations open. Also have the Cty Mnager
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and County Administrator neet quarterly then come wth any
information to the Comm ssion and froma Mayors’ Forum as wel|.

M. Partington reviewed the high-level 2023 budget. He
stated last week he received the estimated valuation from the
Reno County Cerk’s Ofice of $675,720,222 conpared to
$641, 734,089 for the current year. The increase was 5.3 percent
whi ch does not cover the cost of inflation. He gave a tentative
budget schedul e and deadlines fromthe state based on the county
exceeding the Revenue Neutral Rate (RNR). The initial budget
sunmary will be on June 28th, 2022, and he is currently working
with the Financial Specialist Leslie Roederer and Admn
Associate V Shonda Arpin on the state budget form to proposed
mill |evy. He said with inflation the county nmay pay nore for
fuel and asphalt materials. M. Hrst stated there were 600
mles of road in Reno County and to asphalt all of them takes
20-years, and felt it was better to stay with Public Wrks
Director M. Brittain’s schedule for asphalting. After a Board
di scussion M. Partington recapped what the Board wanted; to see
a RNR budget with options, or budget recomrendations, Capital
Qutl ays, or cutting services and/or people.

M. Partington also gave explanation to purchase  earGov
for a web-based budgeti ng managenent software suite at a cost of
$9, 275 for 2022; and then $26,400 annually begi nning January 1,

2023. He showed that the software would create an easier and
nmore transparent budget process for directors, citizens, the
commi ssion, and staff. He said it could be taken from the
budget w thout increasing the overall budget. M. Hirst noved,

seconded by M. Friesen, to approve the purchase of the software
outlined by M. Partington and authorize him to sign the
agreenent. The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.

M. Partington was available to offer clarification of the
Board Appointnent Process earlier this year. He interpreted the

| ast sentence in the process that all applications wll be
provided to the Commi ssion at the neeting where an appointnent
is made, conpared with practices in the past that just listed

and showed who was bei ng reconmended. He stated what was not in
the process was; after the 90 days or when the nunber of
applicants were presented to the Commssion, and they should
have been vetted by the Chairman to see if there were any other
applicants or concerns to diversify the boards. M. Sellers
t hought the Board Chairman should get to see the applications
and decide whether appropriate or there was need for additional
applicants before it is put on the agenda, he thought that
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shoul d be added to process. M. Hrst agreed to the adjustnent
to the process. M. Partington would add the list and have a
di scussion before bringing it to the full conm ssion. M.
Partington asked if the Board had any questions on the nonthly
reports in the packets. He briefly reviewed the financial
report.

M. Partington nentioned the Request for Qualifications
(RFQ deadline last week for the shooting range. He said there
were four conpanies that sent in docunents. He would like to
create a small group to do interviews to see which would be the
best fit for Reno County and bring back the results to the ful
Board. He asked if one comm ssioner could be on that interview
comm ttee. Comm ssioner Friesen asked if Conm ssioner Hirst
woul d be involved with the small group, and he agreed.

Conmi ssi oner Comment s:

M. Hrst cautioned citizens on the highly flamuable areas
in the county. He gave an exanple of a fire that burnt 200
acres of wheat because of the dry conditions and high w nds and
noted that it costs farnmers and the county noney wth those
fires. A highway patrolman was investigating the fire since it
started approximately eight feet into the field. Next conmment
was that he appreciated the outstanding initiative M.
Partington took to involve Departnent Heads and enployees
regardi ng Leadership Trai ning and Comruni cation, thank you.

M. Sellers was grateful the fire did not start at the
landfill. He also appreciated the coments on the Leadership
training. He attended The Hi ghl ands annual neeting on Friday by
invitation of the mayor where Energency Managenent Director Adam
Wei shaar and County Fire Adm nistrator Travis Vogt spoke on fire
precautions with several residents and took applications to have
their property assessed. He attended the City of Hutchinson
budget neeting at 3:00 p.m as a citizen as they were
considering the groups that we fund, just to hear those groups
fund request as a concerned citizen. He asked the M. Partington
to give information to comm ssion candi dates about the county in
general. M. Partington was working with Laurie Mody for that
i nformation.

M. Friesen had no comments.

At 10:55 a.m M. Sellers notioned, seconded by M.
Friesen, to adjourn the neeting until 9:00 a.m Tuesday, June
28, 2022. The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.
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The foll ow ng public attended the agenda neeti ng:

Randal | Par ks, Denice GIliland, M ke Warren, Julia
Westfahl, Marc Howell, M chael Jobe, dint Nelson, Lorna MNbore,
Cris Corey, and Carol Moore.

Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Comm ssioners

( ATTEST)

Reno County d erk Dat e
cm





