March 9, 2021
Reno County Courthouse
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Conm ssioners held the agenda
session with Chairman Ron Hirst, Comm ssioner Daniel Friesen,
Conmi ssioner Ron Sellers, County Adm nistrator Randy Partington,
County Counsel or Joe O'Sullivan, and Mnutes Cerk C ndy Martin,
present.

The neeting began at 9:10 a.m, delayed by technical
difficulties, with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a short
sectarian prayer l|led by Pastor David Dubovich, Park Place
Christian Church.

InterimHealth O ficer Karen Hamrersm th updated the Board
on opting out of the Governor’s Mask Mandate. Ms. Hanmersmith
gave COVID statistics and said they have given 5,100 first doses
and 2,000 second doses to date through the POD’s. The partners
have been so hel pful, and she was thankful for all their support
wi th vaccines. She said the recomendation by the nedi cal
col l aborative is to “Not opt out” of the Governor’s Mask mandate
at this tinme as it my be premature since the push was to get
nore vaccine out in the community and revisit the mask issue in
anot her nonth. Next nonth they are noving into Phase 2C
vacci nating high-contact critical workers.

Comm ssioner Hrst visited Texas and observed how their
“opt ed out of masks” went over while he was there. He noticed
nost people wore masks if needed and no conpl ai nts.

Comm ssioner Sellers comrented to keep the mask mandate. He
stated the doctors, schools and businesses had not opted out.

Conmi ssioner Friesen nentioned the letters fromhealth
partners and his concerns were when we do get rid of masks. He
| ooked at mask graphs for the county and the state seeing the
inmpact. Ms. Hammersmith replied that nedicine is a science.
We are educating and | ooking at historical events to | ook to the
future. M. Friesen stated we are on the downsi de of the curve
and wanted to know if there is any evidence from other counties
showi ng that renoving masks has nade a difference in their
communities. Ms. Hamersmith stated she felt nasks have hel ped
and Dr. Pauly had docunentation that they do work.

After a lengthy discussion on masks and vacci nes, The Board
deci ded the mask i ssue woul d be on the agenda either on March



30th or by April 13th agenda neeting when nore residents have
been vacci nat ed.

Heal th Departnent Director Karla Nichols clarified the
vacci ne schedule for Phase 2 with no date fromthe state to nove
into Phase 3 at this tine.

There were no public comments.

Additions to the agenda: M. O Sullivan asked for a second
executive session for a privileged legal matter wth | egal
counsel about the | ease county had for a firing range with a
proposed new contract between the Gty of Hutchinson and
Sheriff’s Ofice on that property, and a third executive session
for a privileged |legal matter concerning litigation on the
Pretty Prairie Wnd Energy and proposed zoning regul ations. He
said on each of the executive sessions we will go into regular
session then go into the next, after the third session ends the
nmeeti ng woul d adjourn for the day with no formal decision on the
i ssues.

M. Friesen noved, seconded by M. Sellers, to approve the
Consent Agenda consisting of 7A and 7B. The Accounts Payable
Ledger for clains payable on March 5th, 2021 of $214,542.34 and
claims payable on March 12th, 2021 of $503,913.57 as submtted
and consisting of pending Added, Abated and Escaped Taxation
Change Orders nunbered 2021-226 and 233. The notion was
approved by a roll call vote 3-0.

Hutchinson Fire Departnment Chief Steve Beer gave a
presentation on the 2020 Annual Report. He stated the
Hut chi nson Fire Depar t ment practiced dat a/ f act driven
performance and had an 1SO Class 1 rating. He said they had a
great team and were the best firefighters and very dedicated
peopl e. Chi ef Hanna gave data for the last three years. M.
Hrst inquired about the training. Chief Beer replied the
firefighters had extensive training that followed perfornmance
indicators since it was very dangerous worKk.

Interim Director Shelly Bredeneier gave a presentation
reviewi ng the Annual 2020 Youth Services Report. She stated
that 2020 was a very challenging year but all the enployees
stepped up. She did an overview of the report.

County Adm nistrator Randy Partington spoke about the
Conmi ssion becomng a nenber of the Hutchinson/Reno County
Chanber of Conmmerce. He stated during the January 30th specia



agenda neeting, the Board requested information on nenbership
costs. He provided three options. M. Friesen noved, seconded
by M. Sellers, to approve option 1 for joining the Hutchinson
Chanber of Commerce with the Cornerstone nmenbership at a cost of
$2, 775. The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.
M. Sellers comented that it was inportant to be a part of the
Chanber and to get staff invol ved.

M. Partington also gave an explanation on the audio/video
proposal for the Annex Conference Room to be able to host
conmi ssion neetings. He had a cost proposal for option one from

McCl el | and, I nc. for $30,500 matching the Public Wrks
conf erence room audi o/ vi deo recordi ng capabilities with
equi pnent that includes the nobile Tricaster system M.

Fri esen noved, seconded by M. Sellers, to approve option one by
McCl elland, Inc. for $30,500 as outlined by M. Partington. The
noti on was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.

At 10:53 the neeting recessed for seven m nutes.

The neeting reconvened wth all Conm ssioners, County
Adm ni strator Randy Partington, County Counselor Joe O Sullivan,
and M nutes Clerk Cindy Martin, present.

At 11:00 a.m Conm ssioner Hirst conmmented on the next item
for Commer ci al W nd Ener gy Conver si on Syst ens Pr oposed
Regul ati ons.

Jason West 303 N Mayfield, Geo Chemicals Sterling G oup
Mg. was in favor of wind energy projects for renewable energy
stating oil and gas would run out eventually, so we need to find
and use other resources. Fifty years fromnow will we | ook back
and ask was Reno County open for business.

Comm ssioner Friesen was not ready to make a vote at this
tinme.

The Board made nore comments on wind energy opting to wait
on a vote for nore information. M. Friesen noved, seconded by
M. Sellers, to table the vote until the April 13th, 2021 agenda
neeting however, M. Hirst would Iike to vote in the March 30th
nmeet i ng. The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 2-1
with M. Hrst opposed to the April 13th date.

County Adm nistrator report and Comm ssi oner conments:



M. Partington had three itens to coment on: 1) al
departrment nonthly reports were in the agenda packets for the
commission to review. 2) year to date thru 2/28/21 fund bal ances
that he went through and expl ai ned expenses on the 2021 year-to-
date report. He said all departnents were doing well on
spending. 3) Fifth Tuesday agenda neeting in March the mask
mandat e woul d be di scussed along with the fee study by Solid
Wast e presented by SCS

M. Friesen requested Randy to get a first draft of the
proposed agenda on Tuesday with a cutoff Wdnesday/ Thur sday.
M. Partington could email the draft.

M. Sellers continued to conplinment the Health Departnent
for the excellent vaccine disposition, we commend the nedicine
Shoppe for giving vaccines fromthe educational group, they are
good citizens. Commend Chief Beer on the excellent fire
departnment. Youth Services report was great and hope the
citizens know the great job all departnments do for the
community. Wat is the plan for a new HR Director? M.
Partington replied taking applications until the end of March
then interviewin April. M. Friesen asked if it would be
possible for the new HR Director to al so be a Deputy County
Adm ni strator, sonething to ook at. M. Partington replied it
was an option.

M. Hrst coomented on the inportance of quality in our
depart nent heads and enpl oyees. He brought up the tenporary
burn ban put in place for a day, he would |ike further
conversation

At 11:40 a.m County Counsel or Joe O Sullivan read the
request for a notion to recess into an executive session for a
period not to exceed thirty-mnutes for a discussion of a
privileged | egal matter with the County Counsel or concerning the
counties firing range | ease and a new contract proposal with the
City of Hutchinson for the firing range. No binding action is
expected follow ng the executive session foll ow ng which tine
the Board would return to regular session and entertain a notion
to go into a second executive session or adjourn for the day.
Concerning the first executive session he was requesting the
County Adm nistrator Randy Partington and Under Sheriff Shawn
McHaley to remain. M. Sellers noved, seconded by M. Friesen,
to go into executive session as M. O Sullivan requested. The
noti on was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.



At 12:10 pm M. O Sullivan advised that they came out of
the 30 mnute first executive session; M. Hrst notioned, to go
into the second executive session for fifteen-mnutes in order
to confer with | egal counsel on a privileged | egal matter
concerning pending litigation of the Pretty Prairie Wnd case
and matters concerni ng proposed Commercial Wnd Energy
Conversi on System zoning regulations. M. OSullivan then asked
that he and county adm ni strator Randy Partington remain for the
neeting. No formal action is anticipated follow ng the neeting,
at which time the Board will resume its regular neeting and
adjourn for the day with no third executive session. M.

Fri esen seconded. The notion was approved by a roll call vote
of 3-0.

At 12:30 p.m the neeting adjourned wuntil 9:00 a.m
Tuesday, March 23rd, 2021.
Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Comnm ssioners
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