July 27, 2021
Reno County Courthouse
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Conm ssioners held the agenda
session with Chairman Ron Hirst, Comm ssioner Daniel Friesen and
Conmi ssioner Ron Sellers, County Adm nistrator Randy Partington,
County Counsel or Joe O'Sullivan, and Mnutes Cerk C ndy Martin,
present .

The neeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by
a short sectarian prayer |ed by Conm ssioner Friesen.

Comm ssioner Hrst wanted to thank the 4H kids at the
Li vestock Sale and the | ocal businesses who supported the 4H
prograns and the Livestock sale.

Brock Wlls, 202 W Avenue B was concerned with the Board
initiating a mask mandate versus personal responsibility for
avoi di ng COVID-19 by being vaccinated. He briefly spoke about
| ockdowns and keeping children in school.

Conmi ssioner Hirst made a notion to anend the business
agenda, item 7C, for discussion of the industrial w nd energy
conversion systemregulations or itens excluded fromw nd energy
t hat had been tabled previously, and adding it to the August
31st, 2021, agenda. The notion was not seconded.

County Adm ni strator Randy Partington requested adding to
t he agenda an update on COVID-19 from Heal th Departnent Director
Karla Nichols. He asked to nove business item7B to 7C
replacing 7B with her report. M. Sellers noved, seconded by
M. Friesen, to approve adding the Health Departnment COVI D 19
update to agenda item 7B, noving 7B to 7C. The notion was
approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.

M. Sellers noved, seconded by M. Friesen, to approve the
Consent Agenda consisting of itens 6A and 61 which consisted of
the Accounts Payable Ledger for clains payable on July 23rd
totaling $1, 404, 785. 99 and July 30t h, 2021, totaling
$702,728. 42, change orders 2021-456 as subnitted and authorize
the Chairman to sign Mnutes of Meetings for June 22nd, 29th and
July 6th, 7th and 13th, 2021. I ncluding adjustnments for
Community Corrections: FY2011 Kansas Department of Corrections
(KDOC) Adult Grant Budget Adjustnment, FY2021 KDOC Adult Grant
Year-end Line-item Budget, FY2022 KDOC  Adul t Carryover
Rei mbur senment Budget , FY2022 KDOC Juvenil e Carryover



rei nmbursenent Budget. Two contracts with King Construction Co.,
Inc. for the construction of Arlington Road Bridge 17.55 for
$1,117,096.95 with a cost share of 50/50 wth the Kansas
Department of Transportation (KDOT), neking the county’s cost
approxi mately $558,548.48, and one for the construction of
Arlington Road Bridge 26.25 for $820,054.50 with the Kansas
Local Bridge |nprovenent Agreenent paying $200,000, naking the
county’s cost approxi mtely $620,054.50 as presented by staff.
The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.

Community Corrections Director Randy Regehr net with the
Board to reconmend approval for Comunity Corrections Year-End
Grant Goals Qutconmes Report. He spoke about | ast year’s success
rates being not quite up to the states 75 percent, conpared to
his at 74.5 percent. He said one of the chall enges was the drug
testing. M. Sellers noved, seconded by M. Friesen, to approve
Year-End Grant Goals Qutcones Report as presented by M. Regehr.
The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.

Health Departnent Director Karla N chols gave a COVID 19
response plan update stating that the dashboard updates are now
daily. Ms. Nichols gave a presentation that followed a three-
item response plan; vaccination, testing, and precautions, and
expl ained the color-coded alerts from KDHE. M. Friesen was
very concerned there was too nuch focus on case counts and
requested the alert level plan policies be on the agenda for
review and approval by the Conm ssion, acting as the Reno County
Board of Health. The Board agreed to review the policies in two
weeks. M. Hrst spoke about the guideline limts on outdoor
school sports events, and stated he was in favor of review ng
t he gui deli nes. Ms. N chols said that the Health Departnent
was follow ng the KDHE guidance on alerts, and that the outdoor
events were up to the schools. M. Friesen disagreed, then gave
a scenario of a possible phone conversation between a parent,
school officials and Health Departnment staff with each saying it

was the others decision. M. Sellers said he agreed with M.
Fri esen about people getting vaccinations. M. Sellers then
requested M. Friesen working with staff, draft a docunent and
bring it back for the Board to vote on how they will proceed in

the future.

County Adm nistrator Randy Partington reviewed a neno about
| ast week’s request to have staff to come up with alternatives
to South Hutchinson’s request that Reno County pay 50 percent of
t heir $700, 000 proposed cost for the Scott Blvd. bridge
repl acenent. The followi ng staff nenbers attended a neeting to
work on an alternative: South Hutchinson Adm nistrator Joseph



Turner, South Hutchinson Mayor Matt N sly, a South Hutchinson
Counci | nenber, Reno County Conmi ssioner Ron Hirst, Public Wrks
Director Don Brittain, and County Counsel or Joseph O Sullivan.
Reno County coul d not use budgeted funds meant for use on county
property for the city’s bridge; however, M. Brittain was nore

than willing to work with an engi neer by having theminspect the
bridge and give a cost estinmate for either repair or
repl acenent. A report would be given to the mayor of South

Hut chi nson and Chairnman Hirst to decide where to go fromthere.
The South Hutchinson staff was willing to work with Public Wrks
regardi ng the heavy truck traffic traveling on Avenue F while
they repair water lines on the north side.

Comm ssioner Sellers stated the staff had done a great job
with finding an alternative and he appreciated the Chairnman
clarifying Reno County’s position and was proud of the county
for helping to mtigate the cost with an engi neer and
potentially saving South Hutchi nson noney, since Reno County
coul d not pay noney toward a bridge that was not a connecting
[ink.

Comm ssioner Hrst thanked M. Brittain for his extensive
research and staff for working on this issue.

Commi ssi oner Friesen spoke about partnerships in working
with snmaller cities. He felt Reno County could do better with
our handling process and conmuni cati on.

M. Partington also thanked M. Brittain for his research
and nentioned that M. Brittain had tried two years earlier to
assi st South Hutchinson with this project and fail ed because the
council at that tinme did not follow through.

M. Hrst noved that the request fromthe Gty of South

Hut chi nson for the County to pay for a portion of the cost of
repairing or replacing the Scott Blvd. Bridge be denied for the
reason that the County has no |legal authority to use Road and
Bri dge Funds or Ceneral Fund Revenue for that purpose. Further,
he noved that the County Adm nistrator and the County Public
Works Director explore what neans ot her than direct cash
assistance is available to the county to assist the city in
reduci ng the cost of repairing or replacing the bridge,
i ncluding inspecting the bridge for potential rehabilitation and
repair, obtaining a cost estinmate froma qualified engineer, and
to report their findings and conclusions, to the Mayor of South
Hut chi nson, M. Sellers seconded the notion.



Conmi ssioner Friesen asked for clarification on statutes
for funds. M. OSullivan explained nmoney levied and what it
could be spent on using K S. A 68-500-101, K S. A 68-559a, and
K.S.A 68-1135 which was specific in that matter and how it
could be spent on funding county roads and bridges, county road
mai nt enance, and al so connecting township roads.

M. Sellers called for the question; M. Hrst seconded.
The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 2-1 with M.
Fri esen opposed.

M. Hirst noved, seconded by M. Sellers, to approve the
notion as stated previously. The notion was approved by a roll
call vote of 3-0.

Deputy County O erk Jenna Fager addressed the Board on the
consi deration of adopting a resolution dividing Reno County into
Five Commi ssioner Districts. IT/AS staff constructed three
different commi ssion district maps which were acconpanied by a
corresponding resolution that outlined the precinct/townships
that would be in each district if the five-nmenber board was
approved.

The Conmi ssioners discussed the proposed maps 5, 6 and 7,
conparing themto the current map. The discussion |eaned toward
map six. M. Sellers noved, seconded by M. Friesen, to approve
the resolution that corresponds with the design of map six,
resol uti on #2021-14; A RESCLUTI ON DI VI DI NG RENO COUNTY | NTO FI VE
COWM SSI ONER DI STRI CTS PURSUANT TO K. S. A. 19-204. M. Sellers
pointed out that the Comm ssioners did not create the mapping
districts. The maps canme from IT with the assistance of Ms.
Fager .

County Counselor Joe O Sullivan stated they were conposed
of the voting precincts that was the nost inportant part of the

maps and resol ution. The actual technical application was in
the resolution, the territory on the mps was a good
representation of the precincts, townships, and ward. The

nmoti on was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.

M s. Fager was also present for the review and
consideration of adopting a Resolution Calling for an Election
pursuant to K S.A 19-204 on the Question of a change in the

nunber of County Comm ssion Districts. She briefly explained
the resolution was calling for the election and had the wording
on the ballot for the Novenber election. M. Sellers added

another reason why five is better than three nentioning the



experience with the priority budget process M. Partington had.
M. Sellers noved, seconded by M. Friesen, to approve
resolution #2021-15; A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN ELECTI ON
PURSUANT TO K. S. A 19-204 ON THE QUESTION OF A CHANGE IN THE
NUVBER OF COUNTY COMM SSI ONER DI STRI CTS.

Comm ssi oner Friesen had comments from the public
concerning the timng of the appointnment or election of the two
new comi ssioners to the Board.

M. OSullivan explained the process of electing or
nom nating the new comm ssioners, if approved.

County O erk Donna Patton spoke about a special election in
Leavenworth County that was held in March or April and the
process they had taken.

There was a large debate on statutes pertaining to
expandi ng and when the new conmm ssioners would take office and
the resolution process. M. Friesen requested clarification on
a quorum

M. OSullivan clarified that the proposed Resolution would
state in the event the voters approved expanding the Board from
three to five nenbers at the 2021 Ceneral Election, the Board
will reconmmend to the Governor that the newy created Board
positions should be submtted to the voters at the 2022 Ceneral
El ection as provided by K S. A 19-203a.

At 10:40 the neeting recessed for ten mnutes for Ms.
Fager to contact the Secretary of State’s Ofice regarding somne
guestions on the election or selection of the two new nenbers of
t he comm ssi on.

The neeting reconvened wth all Comm ssioners, County
Adm ni strator Randy Partington, County Counselor Joe O Sullivan,
and M nutes Clerk Cndy Martin, present.

M. Sellers made a notion to call for the question,
seconded by M. Hirst. The notion was approved by a roll call
vote of 2-1 with M. Friesen opposed.

M. Sellers previously made a notion, seconded by M.
Friesen, to adopt a resolution Calling for an Election pursuant
to KS. A 19-204 on the Question of a change in the nunber of
County Commi ssion Districts. Ms. Fager spoke wth the
Election Ofice and they stated that the Board needed to defer



to legal counsel and what their opinion was, however once the
results are certified it is official. The notion was approved
by a roll call vote of 3-0.

County Adm nistrator Randy Partington updated the Board on
the ARPA Task Force which is a |ocal group working on ARP funds
and gathering information, stating they will now be working on
slides with guidelines for training and recruiting facilitators
to conduct neetings over the next three nonths. They are
requesting the top three priorities of Reno County, so far M.
Parti ngton received from the Boar d: housi ng, econom c
devel opnent, and sewer and water infrastructure. The Task Force
is asking the sane fromthe Cty of Hutchinson

Conmi ssi oner comrent s:
Commi ssi oner Sellers had no comments.

Conmi ssi oner Friesen comented on an incident with a worker
at the courthouse having a heart attack and conmended two
deputies for saving the gentleman’s |ife with their quick
actions. He thanked them both and commented that the gentl eman
is recovering in Kansas City.

Comm ssi oner Hirst was di sappointed with not discussing the
wi nd energy regulations. He said he would like to stop putting
it off since it has been a three-year conversation with no
deci si on.

At 11:00 p.m the neeting adjourned until 9:00 a. m
Tuesday, August 10th, 2021

Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Comm ssioners
( ATTEST)

Reno County O erk Dat e
cm








