January 12, 2021
Reno County Courthouse
Hut chi nson, Kansas

The Board of Reno County Conmm ssioners held the agenda
session with Chairman Ron Sellers, Comm ssioner Ron Hirst,
Conmi ssi oner Daniel Friesen, County Adm nistrator Randy
Partington, County Counselor Joe O'Sullivan, and M nutes Cerk
C ndy Martin, present.

The neeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by
a short sectarian prayer led by Pastor Darryl Peterson, G ace
Christian Church via phone.

Comm ssi oner Sellers wel coned the new Conm ssi oner Dani el
Friesen and acknow edged the re-election of Comm ssioner Ron
Hrst. He then read sone comments on the Conm ssion and Heal th
Depart nment .

Comm ssi oner Dani el Friesen thanked the Board stating this
woul d be a uni que opportunity to be on the Conmm ssion. He wanted
to do his part and honor the chair that past Comm ssioner Bob
Bush had occupi ed and be respectful on all matters.

Heal th Departnment Director Karla Nichols, Health Oficer
Karen Hammersnith, and Energency Managenent Director Adam
Wei shaar each spoke about the vaccine progress on distribution.

Ms. Nichols stated that Kansas Departnment of Health and
Envi ronnment woul d | et them know when nore doses woul d be
avai l abl e to Reno County, possibly in February or March. In the
meanti me, they were nmaking plans for distribution when it
arrives. She said communi cation was the key for what was com ng
wi t h vacci nes.

Ms. Hamrersmith stated doses were distributed currently
t hrough Wal greens and CVS for long termcare facility residents
and later in the year the 13,000 elderly residents and the
public woul d have the opportunity for the vacci ne.

Ms. N chols read an email fromDr. Scott Pauly. He had
four areas to update as follows: 1) Trend, 2) Therapies, 3)
Mtigation, 4) Imrunizations and poi nts under each category.

Comm ssi oner Friesen asked about the nunber of individuals
declining the vaccine. Ms. Hammersmth replied they did not
have those nunbers but were m mcking the flu vaccination



di stribution and may have a townhall neeting to get the
i nformati on out about the COVID vacci ne.

M. Weishaar stated the state disaster declaration could be
ext ended again after January 26th, 2021. He said they were
wor king on the distribution plan for COVID vacci nes that should
be conpl eted by next week and brought before the Conm ssion. He
replied to M. Friesen’s question on declined nunbers by using a
percentage of first responders and others that declined the
vacci ne next week.

Brock Wells, 212 W Avenue B, Hutchinson, wel conmed M.
Friesen to the Conm ssion and proceeded to request the
Comm ssion let Health Order 20-05 expire in January. He spoke
about the virus peaking in Novenber and now sl owed down. He
said there was an article with data conparing 50 states with or
wi t hout mandat ed nmasks.

There were no additions to the agenda.

M. Hirst noved, seconded by M. Friesen, to approve the
Consent Agenda consisting of the Accounts Payable Ledger for
clains payable on January 15'h, 2021 of $724,936.8 along wth
CARES Act Spark nonies approved of $365,967.26 as submitted and
al so consisting of pending Added, Abated and Escaped Taxation
Change Orders nunbered 2020-992, 993, 2021-01, 04 through 06 as

presented by staff. Next on the consent agenda were three
resolutions; Resolution 2021-01; A RESOLUTION TO DESI GNATE
DEPCSI TORIES FOR RENO COUNTY FUNDS. Resol uti on 2021-02; A

RESOLUTI ON DESI GNATING THE HUTCHI NSON NEWS AS THE OFFICl AL
COUNTY NEWSPAPER. Resol ution 2021-03; A RESOLUTI ON ORDERI NG THE
VACATION OF A 30-FOOT-WDE FUTURE STREET EASEMENT LOCATED IN
ROLLING HLLS SuBDIVISION, A SUBDIVISION LOCATED IN THE
NORTHEAST * - SECTION 29 OF T22S, RSW OF THE 6™ P.M, RENO
COUNTY, KANSAS, Adam and Maria Post and Lee O sen |ocated at
Lots 5 and 10, Block 1 of Rolling Hlls Subdivision, addresses
are 2325 E. 56" Avenue and 1900 E. 54th Avenue, Hutchinson,
Kansas. Last item on the agenda was the appointnment of Charles
“Chuck” Smth as Little R ver Township Treasurer. The notion
was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0. M. Sellers asked M.
Partington if Reno County was close to ending the CRF funds.
M. Partington replied that they were within a mllion dollars
| eft and were very close to conpletion.

County Pl anner Mark Vonachen net with the Board to
recommend approval for the appointnent of Jack Martin to a first
3-year termon the Planning Comm ssion beginning retroactively



on January 1, 2021 and endi ng on Decenber 31, 2021. He
expl ai ned they were one nenber down since sumer 2020 and M.
Martin applied for that position. M. Martin had been on the
Cty of Hutchinson Planning Board and nenber of the joint
venture of Cty/County Planning and he did not live in the city
limts as part of the requirenment. M. Hirst noved, seconded by
M. Friesen, to approve the appointnent of Jack Martin from
January 1, 2021 to Decenber 31, 2021 as recommended by M.
Vonachen. The notion was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.

Commi ssi oner Friesen asked about the selection process for
t he Pl anning Comm ssion. M. Vonachen explained it was up to
t he County Conmi ssion to review and approve the applications. He
said that there was no set policy, and the Pl anning Comm ssion
menbers were strictly decided on for consideration by the County
Conmi ssioners. M. Hirst clarified that normally the Board
nom nates soneone fromtheir district, 2 fromwthin the Gty, 3
fromDi strict #2, but they needed an extra person since the
vacant spot was created by that person noving into Turon from
the country.

Patrol Captain Levi Blumanhourst net with the Board to
recommend approval for the purchase of two 2021 Ford
I nterceptors fromM dwest Ford at a total cost of $66,486 after
trade. He said in years past they would purchase four vehicles,
but they scal ed back this year to two hybrids. He spoke about
the cost savings with the hybrids. M. Friesen noved, seconded
by M. Hirst, to approve the purchases from M dwest Ford for
$66, 486 after trade in as outlined by Captain Blumanhourst. The
noti on was approved by a roll call vote of 3-0.

Capt ai n Bl umanhour st was avail able for the next itemon the
agenda for the purchase of one 2020 Ford F150 Responder pickup
from M dwest Ford at a cost of $18,009 after trade. M. Hirst
noved, seconded by M. Friesen, to approve the purchase of a
2020 Ford F150 Responder pickup from M dwest Ford for $18,009 as
outlined by Captain Bl umanhourst. The notion was approved by a
roll call vote of 3-0

The Board briefly discussed noving the Sheriff’s annual
vehi cl e purchases to the consent agenda, deciding not to nove
them | eaving the request under business itens for reasons M.
Hi rst outlined.

Last itemon the agenda was the reorgani zati on of the Board
of County Conm ssioners. M. Sellers noved to appoint M. Hirst
Chairman in 2021, M. Friesen seconded the notion. The notion



was approved by a roll call vote of 2-1 with M. Hirst
abst ai ni ng.

M. Sellers noved to appoint M. Friesen as Vice-Chair in
2021, M. Hirst seconded the notion. The notion was approved by
aroll call vote of 2-1 wth M. Friesen abstai ning.

Comm ssioner Sellers questioned the Health Departnent
budget for next year. County Adm nistrator Randy Partington
replied that they used CARES Act noney in 2020 along with
grants. The Health Departnment woul d use CARES Act funds, but
addi tional inconme would be needed if the funds are not watched
closely. He said the Health Department woul d keep applying for
grants in 2021 dependi ng on staffing and how nmuch financial help
woul d be needed.

County Adm nistrator Randy Partington pointed out
expenditures fromthe 2020 budget stating these were not final
nunbers, and said all areas |ooked in good shape. He stated the
year-to-date expenditures with carry over noney was 85 percent
whi ch includes the | ast pay period but not encunbrances. County
Cl erk Donna Patton had expl ained the el ection expenditure went
over because of the added expense of supplies for postage. Next
was an update on the Landfill bid opening that will be between
11:00 a.m and 12:00 p.min the Comm ssion Chanbers and Pre-
construction Courthouse neeting for questions and answers on
Thur sday, January 14th, 2021 at 10:00 a.m to 12:00 p. m
Pl anni ng and Zoning Wnd Energy regul ati on study session was to
t ake pl ace on January 19th, 2021 at 4:00 p.m at Public Wrks
Conference Roomand it would be on You Tube for view ng only and
not open to guests. Last, a study session with the
Commi ssi oners on Saturday, January 30th, 2021 at 9:00 a.m in the
Vet erans Roomto discuss goals for 2021.

Conmi ssioner Hirst mentioned Harvey County Comm ssioner Ron
Krehbi el a QUAD County nenber had passed away. He thanked
County Counsel or Joe O'Sullivan for the answers provided to
expl ain KDHE, Health Departnent, and the Board of Health in
detail.

Conmi ssi oner Friesen comented on itens he noticed such as
t he Conmi ssi on Chanber was not ideal for the current situation
and suggested nmaybe | ooking at options for a nore open room for
nmeetings. He suggested a permanent technol ogy plan for each
neeting, for instance having an option for call in’s or
residents present on the screen if they could not appear in
person. He questioned if the restoration project included



changi ng the bl ack wi ndow entrance to nmatch the current gray
wi ndow frames preserving the historical aspect of the
court house.

Comm ssioner Hrst stated M. Sellers had done an excel |l ent
job as the Chairman and nanagenent of neetings, thanking himfor
his efforts in 2020. M. Friesen agreed.

At 10:10 the neeting adjourned until 9:00 a.m Tuesday,
January 19th 2021.

Appr oved:

Chair, Board of Reno County Comm ssioners

( ATTEST)
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